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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Campaign against the BNP has only just begun 
Searchlight’s special edition newspaper has been 
snapped up by anti-racists and distributed to hundreds 
of thousands of households. The response has surpassed 
all our expectations. Across Britain cross-party anti- 
racist committees have shown the British National Party 
that British people believe in democracy and want to 
stamp out fascism. What an amazing sight to see those 
who disagree with each other on a myriad of issues, from 
the left to the right, holding meetings, giving out our 
newspaper and local leaflets, and doing everything to 
make sure that their ward won't elect a nazi councillor 
on 1 May. 

Our task isn’t easy of course, but we are only at the 
beginning of our campaign to stop the BNP, not at the 
end of it. The BNP is fielding a record 220 candidates and 
expects to get some elected. But already the fascists have 
their sights set on the 2004 council elections, when 
several entire councils are up for re-election, meaning 
that even third place in the ballot would win a seat on the 
council. They also have hopes that next year’s elections 
to the European Parliament will catapult them onto the 
international stage. What this means is that after a short 
post-election breather, we will need to throw ourselves 
back into the fray, building on the campaign of mass 
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anti-fascist action that has taken place recently. 

Over the past month the anti-fascist campaign has 
spread from the north of England into areas that haven't 
seen strong anti-racist campaigns for a very long time. 
For example, on the South Coast, where large anti- 
asylum seeker campaigns have attracted the support 
of the BNP, people have been getting the chance to find 
out — courtesy of anti-fascist leafleting - what that 
organisation really stands for. In Essex, from the outskirts 
of London right out to the coast, anti-racists have been 
distributing our newspaper and local leaflets door-to- 
door. In Wales, we have just completed a speaking tour 
covering six meetings to launch Wales Friends of 
Searchlight, again with cross-party support. 

This month marks the twenty-second anniversary 
of the passing of our late editor, Maurice Ludmer. 
An active trade unionist, he edited the magazine during 
the height of the battles against the National Front 
and the fascist revival of the 1970s. He argued 
consistently that trade unions needed to form the 
backbone of the fight-back against fascism; that racism 
and fascism had to be fought together as twin evils; and 
that non-sectarianism was a prerequisite for success. 
As our current campaigns show it is a lesson that we 
continue both to learn and to teach. 
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The BNP 


has them all! 


The new British National Party claims to have cleaned up its act. It might have fooled 
some in the media but not us. Searchlight takes a look at some of its candidates. 





Kevin Scott (Gateshead — High Fell) 


Was convicted in 1993 for throwing a glass at a black person. Writes articles for 
the fascist group, the International Third Position, and regularly posts on the 
National Front website. 


Paul Thompson (Darlington — Harrowgate Hill) 


Was convicted in 1994 for his part in the attack by Combat 18, the nazi terror group, on an alternative bookshop 
in Durham. Also imprisoned for football violence in 1998 after attacking rival hooligans in Darlington town centre. 
Continues to post on hooligan websites. 


Robert Bowman (Darlington — Cockerton West) 


Another Darlington football hooligan and friend of C18 conviet, Paul Thompson. 


<j eo en) 


BNP Yorkshire organiser. Claims that Adolf Hitler is his hero and that he’d prefer to live in Nazi Germany 
rather than today’s Britain. Formerly in the National Front. Threatened a woman with sexual violence 
outside a council meeting in Halifax earlier this year. 


Chris Beverley (Leeds — Morley South) = 


Runs the BNP merchandising operation. A German student at Leeds University, he 
has close links with the German neo-Nazi group, the NPD. He has visited several 
NPD rallies in Germany over the past two years and imported a key neo-nazi 
activist to support Mark Collett’s election campaign last May. 


Richard Mulhall (Calderdale — Illingworth) 


A former Combat 18 activist. Addressed a Combat 18 rally in 1996 where he 
spoke alongside the murderer Charlie Sargent. A hardline nazi, he recently invited 
the Holocaust denier Richard Edmonds to speak to the local BNP branch. 


aoe Chris Jackson (Calderdale — Sowerby Bridge) 


Long-time nazi and now opponent of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. A former Leeds United football 
hooligan. Attended a Combat 18 social in Oldham last year where he enthusiastically applauded a 
loyalist terrorist. Has visited Spanish fascist festivals. 
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Arthur Bentley (Bradford — Bolton) 


A former National Front activist and antisemite. Despite being a leading figure in the BNP he retains 
close links with the hardline nazi group, the White Nationalist Party. He is close to Kevin Watmough, the 
Yorkshire-based nazi who runs the Combat 18 website. 


James Breslin (Bradford — Great Horton) 


Another Bradford BNP activist with links to the White Nationalist Party. Was 
photographed selling nazi newspapers alongside Tony White. Currently in jail for 
distributing racist material to schoolchildren, in Pudsey last year. 


= Daniel Hannam (Hull — Orchard Park and Greenwood) 


Hull BNP organiser. Was sent to prison in 2000 for producing and distributing 
racist and antisemitic leaflets. Distributed under the BNP banner, the leaflets 
called for all Jews to be expelled from Britain. 


Mick Treacy (Oldham — Holinwood) = 


Multiple convict. He leads an Oldham BNP branch which has gang rapists, drug 
dealers and nazi hooligans within its ranks. Issued physical threats to people over 
the internet during last year’s election campaign where he was humiliated into 
third place. 


= {Nick Griffin (Oldham — Chadderton North) 


BNP leader. Has parachuted into Oldham despite living 120 miles away in mid- | 
Wales. Was convicted for producing a racist magazine in 1998. Denies the 
Holocaust happened and has attacked David Irving, the historical revisionist writer, 
for being too soft by admitting that some people may have been killed by the Nazis. 


Joe Owens (Liverpool — Anfield) | 


Was sent to prison for sending razor blades to Jewish people through the post. 
Also has a conviction for possession of offensive weapons. In 1998 he was 
charged with a gangland murder but the case was dropped after several 
witnesses decided not to give evidence. 


= | Michael McDermott (Sefton — Norwood) 


Told the local newspaper that the Holocaust did not happen. 















Mark Payne (Coventry — Woodlands) 
Once changed his name to Maric Matthews after his hero, the US nazi terrorist Robert J Matthews. 
In 1984 Matthews and his group, The Order, tried to spark off a race war in the US. To celebrate his 
nazi idol, Payne set up 14 Words Press (UK), selling videos and books about their terrorist exploits. 








Mark Norwood (Owestry — Gobowen & Selattyn) 


Was convicted last year for possessing racist literature. He was defended by Adrian Davies, the lawyer 
for the Holocaust denier David Irving, and his star witness was Nick Griffin. 


Stephen Belshaw (Mansfield — Cumberlands) Ea 


A former Combat 18 activist. Was convicted of violent disorder after attacking a Jewish solicitor 
on the streets of Mansfield. Runs the BNP book service, which includes several highly racist and 
antisemitic books. 





Sidney Chaney (Basildon — Lee Chapel North) 


A veteran nazi. Was part of Lady Jane Birdwood’s inner circle. Birdwood was one of 
Britain’s leading postwar antisemites until her death in 2000. She was convicted 
several times for racism and antisemitism. Chaney is a former National Front activist. 











= Graham John (Southend-on-Sea — Victoria) 


Another veteran nazi and thug. Closely linked to the League of St George through 
Keith Thompson. In the 1980s John was photographed assaulting a press 
photographer at a National Front rally. 


www.stopthebnp.com 
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Beating 
back 
the BNP 


by Nick Lowles 








record number of British National Party 
candidates will be contesting this year’s local 
elections. A total of 220 candidates are standing 
in wards across 74 local authorities with a heavy 
oncentration in the north of England. 

The BNP leadership is hoping to build on the party’s 
recent by-election successes in Blackburn and 
Calderdale by getting several more councillors elected. 
Tony Lecomber, the BNP’s group development officer, 
who is responsible for BNP branches, has told 
journalists that he expects at least ten more BNP 
councillors after May. 

Last year the BNP stood 67 candidates, of whom over 
25 were in London, where there are no elections this 
year. If one excludes these, the BNP’s election list is more 
than five times the size of last year’s. 

The largest concentration is in the Northeast, where 
the party is fielding 54 candidates. In Sunderland it has 
a candidate in all 25 wards, the first time the BNP 
has ever stood a full council slate. While the BNP only 
poses a serious threat in two of the Sunderland wards, 
its full slate will be a serious threat to Labour in next 
year’s all-out elections. The BNP is hoping that decent 
results this year will make it the main opposition to the 
controlling Labour council next May when voters will be 
asked to choose three councillors in each ward. 

Several regions have BNP candidates for the first time. 
There are 17 in the Southwest and six in Southampton 
and Bournemouth. A total of 30 candidates are standing 
in the East Midlands, Southeast and Eastern regions, 
compared to the three who stood last year. 

Looking at the regions, the 54 BNP candidates in 
the Northeast compare to nine last year. There are 46 
candidates in Yorkshire as opposed to seven in 2002. 
In the Northwest 44 are standing, compared to 21 last 
time. The number of BNP candidates in the West 
Midlands has risen from 5 to 23. 

With the exception of Oldham and Burnley, the BNP 
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must be disappointed that it has only 44 candidates in 
the Northwest. Although this is more than double last 
year’s total, the increase is considerably less than in 
other regions. The party already has four councillors 
in the region and might have been expected to expand 
into many more areas than it has done. This appears to 
be further proof that the party has suffered internal 
problems during much of the past year, culminating in 
late February with the resignation of its regional 
organiser, Chris Jackson. 

A further debilitating internal fallout resulted from the 
leadership's decision to stand by Charlie Bickerstaffe, its 
candidate in Barrow, who Searchlight recently reported 
was proud to have a black son-in-law and mixed race 
grandchildren. In the end this support was not enough 
for Bickerstaffe and, facing continued internal 
opposition, he withdraw his nomination. 

But that was not the end of the trouble. Shortly 
afterwards it emerged that a BNP candidate in the 
Ribble Valley, Ivan Duxbury, is still married to a Kenyan 
woman. It is understood that several BNP activists are 
considering resigning from the party in protest after 
May’s election. They include Warren Bennett, the party’s 
head of security. Jackson is also preparing to publish a 
long critique of Griffin’s leadership. 

In a further sign of internal strife, opponents of the 
BNP leadership have alleged that one of the architects 
of the BNP’s new moderate image is a paedophile. 
An accompanying affidavit is being circulated within the 
nazi movement. 

The party does continue to pose a major threat in 
Burnley and Oldham. However, in an indication of its 
reliance on the established independent vote, one of its 
councillors in Burnley is switching to a ward vacated by 
another BNP councillor who is standing down. 
Elsewhere’in the town the BNP will be hoping to make 
gains, especially in Padiham. 

Oldham will see double the number of BNP candidates 
this year. The most high profile is Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, whose eligibility to stand in the area is based on 
him renting some land off a local BNP supporter. 

While Griffin's candidature will undoubtedly 
guarantee the Oldham party increased local and national 
publicity, it may prove counter-productive as voters react 
angrily to a man who lives over 100 miles away. 

At least three of the BNP candidates in Oldham do not 
appear on the council electoral register. They include 
Tony Wentworth, a student at Salford University, who is 
contesting Alexandra. This ward includes the 
predominately Asian Glodwick estate, scene of the 2001 
riots, and the mainly white Fitton Hill estate. 


Coming to an area near you 

It is in Yorkshire that the BNP might hope to gain its 

biggest political advance. A combination of more 

effective organisers, a large Conservative vote to eat into 

and deeply segregated local communities lead the BNP 

to believe it can increase its council representation. 
Aside from Calderdale, where the BNP has one 


councillor, the BNP’s other big hopes are in Queensbury 
in Bradford and Thornhill in Eccleshill. In Queensbury, 
local candidate Paul Cromie recently offered £1,000 to 
keep a local police box open and has already begun 
putting “vote Cromie” posters up around the ward. 

In Thornhill, Nick Cass has benefited from some of the 
worst local newspaper coverage of the BNP. A recent 
edition of the paper plastered his colour photo across 
the entire front page with the headline: “The BNP — 
coming to a ballot box near you in May”. 

Inside, a full page interview contained questions such 
as “Are you racist”, to which Cass replied, “absolutely not”. 
The interviewer, who had the cheek to describe his line of 
questioning as tough, replied: “I think he means it”. 

The bottom of the page carried an advertisement for a 
further pro-BNP article: “Next week: The Islamification 
of Britain’. All this comes despite the thuggery of the 
BNP’s Calderdale councillor and the openly nazi beliefs 
of many of its leading activists in Yorkshire. 

The other region where the BNP hopes to poll well is 
the West Midlands, where it is standing 23 candidates, 
principally in Stoke, the Black Country and Birmingham. 

Sandwell has long been a BNP target but its hopes 
of taking a ward have been hit by the decision of 
the Freedom Party, a BNP splinter group, to stand 
a candidate in Princes End, the BNP’s best hope. 
This seems to be retaliation for the BNP’s decision 
to stand a candidate in the neighbouring Tipton Green 
ward, where the Freedom Party’s Steve Edwards is 
hoping to exploit the news that a relative of the Asian 
Labour candidate is being held by the Americans in 
Cuba after being arrested in Afghanistan. 

The party’s chances in Sandwell and Dudley, where 
Simon Darby will be hoping to increase of the 26% he 
polled in Castle and Priory last year, will depend on the 
collapse of the Conservative vote. This, after all, was 
Enoch Powell’s home turf, and there has always been a 
strong working-class Tory vote. 

Stoke is the other area where the BNP hopes to make 
a breakthrough. The party’s candidate for the City’s 
mayoral contest took 18% of the vote last autumn. Since 
then support, and more importantly local press 
coverage, has grown substantially. 

In the space of five days in March the local paper, the 
Stoke Sentinel, carried front-page articles about the BNP 
on three occasions. One sported the headline: “We can’t 
fail to succeed”, a reference to alleged BNP support in the 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme ward of Knutton. In the end, 
the BNP failed even to stand a candidate. In early April the 
paper was confidently predicting BNP success in the city. 

Its prospects might be hampered by the news that one 
of its candidates, Douglas Smith, whom the local paper 
seemed so happy to announce was a winner, has a 
conviction for armed robbery. 


Locking horns 
Sandwell is not the only council where BNP success 
could be hindered by a rival far right group. In Oldham 
the National Front is standing in two wards where the 
BNP hoped to do well. This situation occurred after 
the BNP backed out of a deal in which the NF would 
stand unopposed in Royton North in exchange for not 
contesting a seat elsewhere in the town. When news of 
the BNP betrayal emerged, a furious Terry Blackham, 
the NF’s new leader, ordered the party to sabotage a BNP 
candidate's chances. 

While the BNP is expected to trounce the NF 
candidates in both wards, the NF vote could be enough 
to prevent the BNP from winning, especially because 


both names appear high on the ballot paper. 

Quirky results might occur in the Southwest, a region 
where many voters have already broken with the 
established political parties and where individuals 
rather than parties are often crucial. There are all-out 
elections across the region. 

The BNP will be pushing hard in North Devon where 
Peter Chantler, a farmer and former Tory, is standing 
and in Torbay, where the party is putting up five 
candidates. 

Peter Mullins, the party’s candidate in Altarnun, North 
Cornwall, hoped to exploit his connection with the 
infamous Jamaica Inn pub on Bodmin Moor. However, 
his chances were diminished after several of the people 
who signed his nomination form claimed not to have 
been aware of what they were signing. They included 
Mullins’s own sister-in-law, a lifelong Liberal Democrat. 

Rose Mullins, who runs the museum at the pub, told 
the local newspaper: “I do not share his political views at 
all and I certainly do not support the BNP”. 

The BNP’s hopes of further election success will 
largely depend on its ability to turn the political agenda 
back to the asylum debate, which, because of the war in 
Iraq, has largely been knocked off the media radar. 

The war itself is another factor that could militate 
against the party. At a time when many Labour Party 
activists have become disillusioned over the 
government's involvement, many of those who are likely 
to vote for the BNP may well return to Labour. The war 
is popular among young white working-class men and 
there is evidence in Kent and the West Midlands that 
some who had voiced their intention to vote for the BNP 
have reverted to Labour. 

However, given the media's hysterical obsession with 
asylum just a day or two of inaccurate and insensitive 
reporting would be enough for this situation to change. 

The BNP believes it has reached critical mass, 
whereby simply standing a candidate will guarantee a 
good vote. While that may be true in some areas, the 
BNP still needs to engage in effective political 
campaigning to translate support into victory. Given the 
national BNP effort that was required to win its seat in 
Calderdale, it is debatable in how many places the party 
can run the high intensity campaign that is needed. 

Anti-fascists can still make a big difference to the 
result. Searchlight believes that a good anti-fascist 
campaign can make a difference of between three and 
five per cent to an election result. Given that four of the 
five BNP councillors were elected on majorities of fewer 
than 32 votes, even a tiny effect on the overall vote may 
be enough to prevent the BNP from taking a seat. 
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BNP leader 
Nick Griffin 





drian Marsden, who was elected to Calderdale 
Council in January, threatened a Labour 
ouncillor during an education debate in March. 


The mask of respectability of Yorkshire's only British 


National Party councillor slipped when he turned 
against Helen Rivron inside the council chamber. 

“Woman or no,’ he shouted in front of 
other horrified councillors, “I’m going to level you”. 
He made another threat of violence on the steps of 
the council building. 


A shocked Ms Rivron, a respected and well liked 


Halifax councillor, told Searchlight. “I am frightened 
but I am determined not to be silenced by his bully-boy 
tactics. This is not how councillors should behave.” 


Marsden’s tactics come as little surprise as he has a 


past of racism and football violence. He was elected 
on a law and order ticket but failed to tell voters that 
he was a former organiser for the Nazi terror group, 


Combat 18, and has several convictions for 
threatening behaviour. 

This latest episode came only a couple of weeks 
after some of Marsden’s racist friends threatened a 
group of people protesting at the town hall over an 
increase in racist incidents in Calderdale. 

Leading the racists was Mark Collett, the former 
Young BNP organiser, who only last November told 
Channel 4 Television that Hitler was his hero. Collett 
threatened and photographed members of the 
public, promising to add their details to a nazi 
website where the information would be used to 
intimidate and harass them and their families. 

Inside the council chamber itself, Collett told one 
protester that he would hang them from a rope, and 
threatened women with obscene sexual abuse. 

Unfortunately for the Hitler fan, a television film 
crew captured his threats. Calderdale’s mayor was 
shocked and appalled by the racists’ actions. 

Another councillor told Searchlight: “Voters must 
be aware of the true nature of the BNP. They will 
present themselves as respectable people and 
promise to defend the interests of local communities. 
Not only will they fail to deliver their promises 
s but when times get tough their violent and extremist 
BNP bigot and thug ; side re-emerges.” 

Adrian Marsden : : The police are investigating both incidents of 
: a BNP thuggery. 
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CDA rejects multiculturalism 
and moves towards new party 


by Kate Taylor 


rejection of both multiculturalism and the concept 

f racism were among the propositions passed at 

the First National Spring Conference of the Conservative 

Democratic Alliance last month. The CDA, which was 

formed in December 2001 to protest at the suspension 

of the Monday Club from the Conservative Party, sought 

to consolidate its position as a bridge between disparate 

factions on both the Tory right and more extreme far- 
right groupings. 

The gathering at Mark Mason's Hall, St James's Street, 
London, acted as a base upon which to steer the group’s 
development over the coming months. There exists a 
tension within the CDA between those who wish to 
influence the agenda of the Tory Party from within — in 
essence reclaim it for “real” conservatism — and those 
who favour the establishment of a new nationalist right- 
wing party. 

Judging from the day’s proceedings and from the 
nature of the political forces present, the latter option 
would seem the only logical course for the CDA. 

The organisation is keen to appear moderate, with 
chairman Mike Smith taking great pains to stamp out 
some of the extremism, in particular that of an 
antisemitic nature, that has been filtering through to 
the CDA website chat forum. On the website Smith tells 
one person responsible for such an offensive posting, 
“Tm sick of your stinking gutter anti-Semitism which 
you are obviously posting to get us slated in 
Searchlight. I'm convinced you are a Searchlight agent 
provocateur’. Smith was expelled from _ the 
Conservative Party last May for “conduct bringing or 
likely to bring the party into disrepute”. This decision 
was recently overturned in London’s High Court, which 
judged it unlawful. 

In spite of attempts to veer towards restraint and 
respectability, the CDA is attracting faces familiar on 
Britain’s far-right and nationalist scene, both old and 
new. Delegates represented a host of marginal political 
forces but despite Smith’s assertion that around 100 
attended the event, in reality they numbered no more 
than 50. 

John Gouriet, one of the founders of the Freedom 
Association, was the first speaker. He was followed by 
Adrian Davies, chairman of the far-right Freedom Party, 
who has acted as barrister to David Irving, the author 
and Holocaust denier, and who in 2000 co-audited the 
British National Party’s accounts. 

Notably, Derek Turner, editor of the far-right Right 
Now magazine, also addressed the audience. Turner led 
the Social Action Initiative, an Irish nazi group, in the 
1980s. 

Motions passed during the day included one 
voicing opposition to a multicultural society: “The 
CDA calls for the repeal of all Race Relations 
legislation, the revision of the Public Order Acts, and 
the rejection of the concept of the multicultural 
society ... we utterly reject the notion of ‘racism’ — 


Asc: halt to “asylum seeking”, along with the 


believing it to be a form of intellectual terrorism”. 

Another attacked mass immigration and “asylum 
seeking”, and called for a reversal of these trends. 
“Multiracialism’, the motion stressed, is a doctrine upon 
which reverse racism against Britons rests. More 
disturbingly, the CDA also voiced its support for the 
policy of voluntary repatriation. 

The final speech of the day came from Sam Swerling, 
a former chairman of the Monday Club, who has been 
connected with several quasi-intellectual right-wing 
fringe groups for many years. 

It was not only among the appointed speakers that 
recognisable faces on the far right were to be found. 
A number of well-known activists made speeches from 
the floor, often to promote their respective groups. 

They included Russell White, leader of the far-right 
Populist Party, and Andrew Moffatt, who stood as a 
candidate for the UK Independence Party in 2001. 
Moffatt, a one-time member of the young National 
Front, lamented that the UKIP though sound on the EU, 
is weak on “race and immigration’. 

Ian Anderson, chairman of the National Democrats 
and former leader of the National Front Flag group, was 
also allowed to take the floor, highlighting the cross- 
fertilisation that was evident between the Tory right and 
the far right more generally on the day. 

Roy Painter introduced himself to the audience as 
“former National Front and a parliamentary candidate 
for the NF but now back with the Conservatives in 
Tottenham’. He told the meeting, “We won't have a 
country left to save unless we fight now”. Urging civil 
disobedience, he advised activists to take over local 
Conservative associations and invade Conservative 
Central Office. This was the only way, he stressed, of 
solving Britain’s problems such as asylum. 

Delegates to the CDA conference included Lady 
Michelle Renouf, a close associate of David Irving, and 
one of the few women to attend the event. UKIP 
members included Sarah and Maurice Blackburn, while 
the Freedom Party was represented by Dave Ball and 
Michael Newland, the former BNP press officer. Another 
notable figure was Alistair McChonnachie, editor of 
Sovereignty, who was expelled from the UKIP in 2001 for 
Holocaust denial. 

Allan Robertson of the anti-immigration Swinton 
Circle also attended, as did Stuart Millson, who briefly 
defected to the BNP from the Tories in the 1980s, and 
now serves on the CDA steering committee. 

Last month’s conference leaves little doubt over the 
CDAs likely course of action. Most likely it will head 
towards establishing a nationalist right grouping, as 
urged by the likes of Millson and Davies, rather than act 
within the Tory Party as advocated by others present. 
A new party would be, in Millson’s words, “to the left of 
the BNP and to the right of the Conservative Party”. 
Given the extremist pasts of, and sentiments expressed 
by, both speakers and delegates, the mainstream will 
remain well out of reach. 
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Labour must 
reengage with 
its heartlands to 
defeat the BNP 


Maureen Foster Interviews John 
Edmonds, the General Secretary of 
the GMB, one of Britain’s biggest 
trade unions. 


Forum and is keen that the Labour Party keeps in 

closer touch with his members. He thinks that 
the British National Party has gained ground because 
“the government have not got the depth of public 
support and the support for the BNP represents a 
disengagement from the political process. The lesson is 
that where there is a disaffection with the political 
process the BNP will fill the gap.” 

His analysis of the effects of the massive anti-war 
demonstrations is that when there is no proper 
government response to people's concerns then the gap 
between the people and the government will get bigger 
and bigger. He maintains, “people are cynical about 
politicians and politics and there is a real opportunity 
for nasty outfits like the BNP”. 

We have lost a core of Labour voters who don't believe 
this government is on their side. John thinks the 
government has a major presentation problem, with 
government spin favouring the Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI). He maintains that when the government 
does something helpful for working or unemployed 
people it tends to present it in an apologetic and 
business orientated way. Government, he maintains, 
gives out the message that any gains workers achieve are 
despite the government. 

He says “new Labour want to portray themselves to, 
for example, Essex man or Worcester woman — they 
forget that the votes they are losing are votes in their 
own heartlands. The result is that the BNP have had to 
do very little to get themselves on the map and that’s an 
indication of cynicism with the political process.” 

John stresses that there is a failure of confidence 
among Labour activists to engage with people in 
communities and this leaves the door open to the 
BNP. Often, he maintains, they are ashamed to argue 
the Labour case because local resources and powers 
are limited. 

He contends that the amount of money available to 
households in deprived areas has been very badly 
squeezed — there is not the money there to do a lot of 
things. The rebuilding of local services is not taking 
place; for example the amount of money allocated for 
cleaning up in communities is quite small. Because of 
neglect and the centralisation of funds and difficulties 
raising money through council tax, councils don’t have 
much money to do basic things. 

John is very clear that the targeting of asylum seekers 
should be confronted head on and maintains that there 
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are very serious problems because there is no effective 
national policy on how to handle the asylum issue. 
He stresses, “it is unacceptable and a disgrace to target 
asylum seekers. They need health care, education, etc, 
so there has to be an effective national policy. What is 
supposed to be the difficulty,” he asks, “there is no 
difficulty in absorbing numbers - 100,000 asylum 
seekers a year is not an unreasonable number.” 

The GMB believes that these numbers of people can 
readily be absorbed and that they will make a big 
contribution to society and the economy. There is a 
massive shortage of labour in some areas of the country. 
John says, “the BNP and sections of the media feed into 
fear and imply, disgracefully, that asylum seekers are not 
real human beings”. 

Whatever Tony Blair says, John maintains, “we can 
absorb 100,000 people a year with no difficulty”. 

As far as the GMB is concerned the biggest problem is 
getting people to reengage with politics. John considers 
we will have difficulty getting a good response for 
combating the BNP unless people can see a real 
opportunity to make life better with the conventional 
political parties. 

He maintains that in the long term a major task has to 
be the revitalisation of the Labour Party. But the 
problem is that Labour have lost so many of their own 
activists who have campaigned hard for the party. 

John is clear that “there needs to be a shift in the 
movement within the next six months. The Labour Party 
has lost contact with core voters and this has to be 
addressed by a change of political direction.” 

The GMB will be telling its members what voting for 
the BNP means — and the GMB will expose the fascists 
for what they are. The GMB is also asking its members to 
go out and become active against the BNP and work 
to create an alternative to existing Labour government 
policies. 

John continues, “The GMB would want to expel 
fascists en bloc for being members of the BNP. At the 
moment we can expel people if they damage the union 
but we want the law changed so we can expel them all. 
In the meantime we will be vigilant about the BNP” 

John says Searchlight’s campaigning work against 
fascism is a cause for celebration. In particular he 
praises Searchlight’ role in “exposing the background of 
some of these obnoxious people pretending to be 
responsible politicians and the major contribution of 
Searchlight giving lots of ammunition to trade unions 
who want to defeat fascism”. 


Trade union women against fascism 


SEARCHLIGHT INFORMATION and leaflets were in great demand at 
this year’s TUC Women’s Conference in Liverpool. Many women 
attending the conference were already involved in local anti-fascist 
campaigns against the British National Party and links were made with 
other trade unionists and TUFS to develop 

the work. Conference was reminded that 

the second most important issue for trade delegatio 
unionists is equality, second only to unfair e Wome 
dismissal. Women know the years of hard 

work, struggle and sacrifice to advance 

equality; there is no going back and 

women know the fascists would like to 

take them back. 

Alison Shepard (UNISON), chair of . 
the conference, told delegates that ue oi 
poverty and social exclusion contribute 
to the rise of racism and the BNP is 
capitalising on the alienation of white 
and black communities across the 
country, particularly in the north. 

She said it is “vital that unions play | — 
an important role in confronting the | 
rise of racism and facism in this @ 
country”. She urged trade unionists to | 

play a central part in community | 2 N 
campaigns in the lead-up to the local _— 
elections in May. 





Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

B® A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

& Special rates on training and educational materials. 


& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Brendan Barber, TUC General Secretary elect, reinforced the 
message, reminding delegates of the job of work to be done to 
defeat the BNP and the vital need to challenge the xenophobia that 
inevitably accompanies war. 





























Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 
Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 
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Affiliation rates per year: 


Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 


than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
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Night of 
the short 
nives 


A: a time when the British National Party is throwing 





all its resources into the Northwest, Northeast, 

Yorkshire and its new-found fields in the 
Southwest, London is looking increasingly like the poor 
relative, or even the member of the family you would 
like to keep locked away in the attic. 

Last month Searchlight reported on how an all- 
London grand rally held on 9 March at the Roding pub 
in Southend Road, Newham descended into chaos and 
accusations of criminal activity by one of the key players 
and his henchmen. It had been billed as a meeting to 
promote the BNP’s campaign for next year’s London 
mayoral and Greater London Authority elections and 
muster support for any candidates the party might put 
up for a seat in the European Parliament, the elections 
for which will also take place in 2004. 

From the outset the BNP leader, Nick Griffin, must have 
suffered a few sleepless nights. The line-up of speakers 
included his rival, the former BNP boss John Tyndall, and 
Richard Edmonds, the raving Jew-baiter. Alongside them 
was the new London organiser Chris Roberts, a former 
City worker who Griffin thought might be seen in public 
as the new image of the BNP. The fact that Roberts's 
brother is a long-time hardline nazi and a regular face at 
Combat 18 activities in the 1990s might have been an 
indication that when push came to shove he might end 
up in the wrong camp from Griffin’s point of view. 

The full-page advertisement for the rally in Tyndall’s 
monthly magazine Spearhead was accompanied by 
strong warnings about keeping the venue secret and 
secure. In the event there were three or four Searchlight 
moles among the 106 people who turned up at the rally, 
and its location was betrayed to the authorities by two 
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sources. Tony Lecomber, the party’s group development 
officer, was quick to make sure that Special Branch 
knew the rally was taking place. Lecomber, a convicted 
terrorist and Jew beater and a man very close to Griffin, 
although not always with a happy heart, told the Branch 
he did not know the venue but said that Dave Hill from 
east London, who was exposed in the famous Panorama 
programme 18 months ago as a liar, would know where 
it was being held as the word was he was at least helping 
to organise it. 

Hill. noted for hanging around behind the broad 
shoulders of Robert Jeffries, alias Bob James, was also 
quick to do the bidding of the police. He gave them the 
time and place, so giving them the opportunity to set up 
a photo and video opportunity second to none. 

As we reported last month the gathering turned into 
an “I love the former Fiihrer” rally with Tyndall getting 
the best ovation he has received in years. It was only 
Roberts’s last-minute intervention that stopped the 
meeting taking a vote to call for the ousting of 
Lecomber, who had clearly decided to stay away. 

So who was there and how important are they to the 
BNP’s future in the capital? 

Well to start with there were Linda and Alex Cooper 
from Tower Hamlets. Linda, known for her lack of dress 
sense and a habit of starting trouble in pubs, was given 
the job of sitting in the bar downstairs with Alex, who 
has only been allowed out of the happy farm on 
condition that he keeps on taking the pills to stop him 
attacking people at Linda’s behest. They were not a wise 
choice for guard duty as before long Linda, as is her 
wont, selected Melinda James, another party member, 
for the sharp edge of her tongue. Hill and Roberts had to 
separate the two women. 

It’s odd how the Coopers keep coming back to the 
party and it may reflect how hard up the BNP is in 





London. The couple have bounced in and out of the 
BNP, the National Front and even the short-lived 
London Ku Klux Klan, whose inaugural meeting held at 
the Coopers’ flat ended in a drunken brawl. 

Moving on, there was Ken Francis from Newham, in and 
out of the party because of his alleged race mixing — his 
partner hails from South America. Also there were Mike 
Easter, the Kent businessman who is still seething after 
being passed over in favour of Lecomber to run the Kent 
region, and Joe Gould, the little squirt from Peterborough 
who is a party donor and likes to visit nazis in Germany. 

Among several former BNP candidates present 
were Michael Davidson, John Cope, Frank Walsh and 
Barry Osbourne. 

Two stalls were run by Graham Kemp and Ricky 
Fawcus, whose Tyr Services is based in Milton Keynes. 
Fawcus was turned over by the police for selling 
illegal nazi CDs a couple of years ago but mysteriously 
was not prosecuted. 

Among the hardliners at the rally were Paul Ballard, 
Griffin’s co-defendant in his trial on race hate charges. 
Ballard comes from a strong nazi background and was 
one of the founders of the very violent Surrey Border 
Front before he joined Griffin in the production of the 
hate rag The Rune which gave rise to their prosecution. 

At the trial Ballard had copped a guilty plea, telling his 
fascist comrades he had chosen this course because his 
mother was ill, though a more likely reason was that he 
had recently been found guilty of drunken driving and 
thought that if he defended such a hopeless case, he was 
likely to get a prison term. 

Another character at the rally was Bob Gertner, whose 
attempts at playing James Bond a few years ago ended 
with his arm in a sling. 

Two of the women present were Margaret Howe and 
Tess Culnane, a BNP candidate in south London. Other 
people there included Pat Garrett and Ian Edwards, who 
were selling raffle tickets. The other fundraising at the 
event was carried out by John Morse, the man 
imprisoned with Tyndall in the mid-1980s for hate 
crime. The collection raised £1,024 including an IOU 
from John Cope’s North Herts branch. 

The amount must have been a disappointment as 
Roberts was telling everybody that the previous event, a 
Valentine's Day party, had raised around £2,000 towards 
next year’s elections. 

A blast from the past was Sid Chaney, one-time chief 
cook and bottle washer to the late Lady Jane Birdwood 
and now a BNP council election candidate in Essex. 
Others present included Steven Wheatley, Steve 
Wheeden, Michael Woodbridge, Peter Shepherd, Peter 
McHale, Barry Roberts, Dave Jones, Rob Church, Daniel 
Frost and the one-time BNP enforcer, Ian Dell. 

Question time provided an opportunity for the majority 
of those present to vent their open hostility to the current 
leadership and level a series of damming accusations. 
Tyndall kicked much of this off by saying how upset he 
was that the party’s paper, The Voice of Freedom, run by 
Martin Wingfield, another former jail bird, was promoting 
the idea that it is alright to promote racial mixing and 
carry a column by a renegade Sikh every month. 

Roberts had not done much to promote an air of 
confidence as London regional organiser. Announcing 
that the BNP had a big opportunity in next year’s 
London elections, he admited that whole areas of the 
capital had no BNP organisation in place. 

Gould complained that they were losing opportunities 
in Peterborough because Chris Green, a former Tory 


now appointed as Griffin’s national administration 
officer, was too busy doing that job to concern himself 
with organising local candidates. 

Some activists from the South Coast said that well 
respected members such as Peter Shaw had been 
pushed aside instead of being allowed to do a good job. 
Roberts was clearly embarrassed by this and other 
similar questions and kept saying that he was not really 
in a position to answer such complaints. 

The worst abuse came from Hill and was directed 
against Lecomber. Hill said, “We are not supposed to 
make this personal but I will name one name and that’s 
Tony Lecomber. He accused me of being an MI5 agent. 
Tam the guy who has had to have iron gates put up at my 
front door.” Others started shouting encouragement, 
which clearly provoked him into going too far, so that he 
even visibly upset Edmonds by mentioning Lecomber’s 
bomb conviction. 

The meeting ended in a shouting match between 
those who wanted to boot Lecomber out and those who 
appeared not to like Lecomber but who wanted to keep 
their powder dry for the present. It took the intervention 
of Tyndall himself to call a halt to a vote that was starting 
to be taken against Lecomber’s party membership. 

Many people present were trying to figure out 
the identity of a man with a moustache sitting in the 
audience who had been taking extensive notes 
throughout the evening. Was he a Special Branch officer 
present by invitation of the leadership, was he a reporter 
for a party publication or was he, as many suggested, a 
member of Griffin’s internal Gestapo keeping an eye out 
for potential expellees? 

Shortly after the rally the BNP March members’ 
bulletin came out with a claim that Hill and James had 
turned up at Roberts’s house and stolen the money 
collected at the meeting. Even more grassing took place 
at this juncture as a result of which the BNP leadership 
revealed James’s true identity as Robert Jeffries. 
The party claims that the police have been informed 
about the alleged theft. 

The story doing the rounds is that Hill and Jeffries 
initially went to collect the £200 booking fee for the 
meeting room, which Robert's had forgotten to pay in his 
rapid exit from the pub, but seeing all the money it appears 
temptation got the better of them and they took the lot. 

The party has proscribed Hill and claims that James is 
not a member, but then goes on about an existing 
proscription notice against him for subversion and 
attempted sabotage which remains in force. 

These are certainly not happy times for the BNP 
in London. 


Left top: 
rabid Richard 
Edmonds. 
Bottom: 
John Tyndall 
puzzles over 
what to do 
next. 

Below: 

ugly in body 
and mind, 
Alex and 
Linda Cooper 
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Fascism and iat) 
Far Right 


Reviews by Alex Jordan 





The Fascism Reader Aristotle Kallis (ed.) 
(Routledge 2003) 513pp. £16.99 








The Routledge Companion to Fascism & 
the Far-Right Peter Davies & Derek Lynch 
(eds.) (Routledge 2003) 430pp. £14.99 








Fascism: A Very Short Introduction 
Kevin Passmore (Oxford University Press, 
2002) 174pp. £6.99 





AS SEARCHLIGHT readers know, fascism is both an 
historical and a contemporary phenomenon. 
Publishing on fascism and the far right continues to be 
prolific but there is often a tension between the 
historian interested in interwar fascism and the political 
commentator or activist who wants to understand its 
political threat in the 21st Century. These three books, 
written primarily with an academic audience in mind, 
all contain absorbing material from both perspectives 
which will be of interest to the general reader and 
specialist alike. 

The Fascism Reader is probably the most academic of 
the three. It is a collection of over 40 key articles by 
leading historians and political scientists. These are 
grouped thematically under headings such as 
“definitions”, “varieties of fascist movements”, “the 
regime-model of fascism’, “fascism and anti-Semitism” 
and “societal attitudes to fascism”. The balance between 
theoretical pieces and case studies is good and the 


FASCISM 
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Three faces of fascism 


selected articles do present an excellent overview of the 
best academic research in these areas. The introductory 
prefaces to each section and each article provide a 
useful intellectual and historical context for the reader. 
However, the book is completely historical in its 
focus and has nothing on postwar fascism, which 
makes it a great resource for historians but of limited 
value to anti-fascists wanting analysis of contemporary 
developments. The book would need to be complemen- 
ted therefore by Roger Griffin’s reader Fascism (OUP, 
1995), which has substantial material on postwar 
permutations of fascism. 

The Routledge Companion to Fascism & the Far-Right 
usefully considers both prewar and postwar fascism. 
It contains a wealth of interesting information but this 
reader was left feeling that there were two or three 
excellent books trying to emerge from the material and 
that the end result was a “curate’s egg” of a book which 
doesn’t really become more than the sum of its 
constituent parts. The book is split into three sections. 
The first contains basic historical information including 
a chronology and an A-Z of historians. The second 
section contains short thematic essays and a smattering 
of excerpts on the origins of fascism, nation and race, 
the economy etc. The final section consists largely of a 
dictionary-style biography and glossary of fascism and 
the far right, as well as a useful guide to further reading. 
It was this last section of the book with its short 
definitions of fascist thinkers, movements, publications 
and key incidents which was most useful and original. If 
the second section had been dropped and the various 
dictionary entries had been combined, this could have 
been a much-needed reference resource as an 
“Encyclopedia of Fascism and the Far Right”. However 
the authors would also have needed to work on the 
entries as they are frustratingly incomplete and 
inconsistent (the biographies do not all have dates of 
birth and death, the historical period during which an 
individual or party was active is sometimes omitted, 
etc). There are other irritating factual inconsistencies 
(the entry for the British Union of Fascists claims it 
was founded in 1932 while the Mosley entry gives the 
date as 1931, for example) and some minor errors. 
Ultimately this book is a good idea which contains 
some fascinating and useful facts but it falls short of 
its high ambitions. 

In the manner of its subtitle, I will give Fascism: A Very 
Short Introduction a suitably brief review. Part of OUP’s 
excellent Very Short Introduction series (I recommend 
the Terrorism book also), this is a first-rate primer on 
fascism which examines the core theories, the historical 
background, key thematic issues (class, gender etc) and 
the contemporary threat. It is an ideal read for someone 
new to the subject and a good refresher for activists. 


To Make The People Smile Again 

by George Wheeler 

Published by Zymurgy Publishing, 2003 
ISBN 1-903506-07-7 


Review by Johanna Kohling 


IT IS A SUNNY September morning in 1938, on a wine- 
pressing establishment in the outskirts of the 
Catalonian town of Bot. More than two hundred men 
are waking up to the sound of doors being thrown open 
by soldiers of Franco, and, hassled by rifles and 
bayonets, get on their feet wearily. Captured the day 
before, when fighting for the Spanish Republic, they 
escaped a firing squad by just a hair’s breadth. 

Among them is George Wheeler, who is called to a 
table in the doorway and questioned by the Guardia 
Civil. They ask him the same question that they asked 
the other international volunteers: “Why did you come 
to Spain?” Those questioned before him were taken 
outside. The sound of machine guns that followed 
indicates that they had to pay with their lives for their 
answer: “Because I am opposed to fascism’. 

Wheeler, a wood-machinist from Battersea, had come 
from a progressive Labour Party background but 
preferred to devote his time to sport than politics - 
not exactly a picture of the typical International 
Brigader. So what made him risk his life in Spain at the 
age of 24? And what did he actually find there, how did 
he cope with the grim reality of war, and what lifted him 
up when frustration grew? 

It is these issues, seen and felt from the perspective of 
an individual, that this book is about, and it gives an 
impressive insight into Wheeler’s memories of an 
eventful chapter in European history. 

The reasons that propelled him and 2,500 British 
volunteers to go to Spain were mainly the anger and a 
moral sense of duty provoked by the hypocritical 
non-intervention agreement signed by England, 
which contributed to a decisive imbalance in favour of 
Franco's forces. There was also an awareness of fascism 
rising in Europe, and the hope that through early 
opposition, greater damage, namely the Second World 
War, could be averted. 

Wheeler's adventurous journey led him through many 
a subterfuge. He crossed the Pyrenees on foot to get into 
Catalonia, where he underwent basic military training, 
then travelled further south to the front line at the River 
Ebro, where the Nationalist army had divided the 
- Republican territory into two parts. He fought in the 
15th International Brigade’s offensive on hill 481 near 
Gandesa, and took part in the defence of the infamous 
hill 666 in the Sierra Pandols. In between he had to 
retreat to hospital, returned to the fighting and was 
taken prisoner by the Nationalists in the “last action” 
of the British Battalion in September 1938. After an 
odyssey through numerous forms of captivity, including 
along detention in the concentration camp of San Pedro 
de Cardena, he was released at the end of the civil war 
in April 1939. 

His book conveys a concrete idea of otherwise 
abstract notions such as egalitarianism, solidarity and 
internationalism, which are often ascribed to the 
International Brigades. To read about the small gestures, 
as well as the bigger and rather heroic acts that these 
values actually consist of, especially in the gruelling day- 
to-day life in a concentration camp, is striking and 


inspiring. Complementing the narrative are political © 





facts and biographical information on the people 
mentioned, which makes this book a historical source as 
well as a memorial. 

Not all the places and people Wheeler encountered in 
his year in Spain, illustrated with photos and maps, were 
hostile. The beautiful, marvellous and funny episodes 
are as much part of his lively memories as the gruesome 
ones. Wheeler’s wonder at the quaintness of a foreign 
countryside, the hospitability of the Spanish people, 
a football match being turned upside down by Anarchy 
acted out, or a fascist pamphlet being transformed into 
comedy don't fail to cause a benign smile. 

These passages also are a welcome change from the 
sometimes oppressing parts about life on the front line. 
Personally I could not help feeling slightly uneasy about 
descriptions of physically fighting the fascists, always 
bearing in mind that in the end it was still human 
beings killed in a war. Of course, the idea of a “good 
war” is a very sensitive and complex moral issue, and by 
taking it on I definitely do not mean to say that Franco 
should not have been fought. Also, those passages are 
valuable as an authentic reflection of an enormously 
straining situation. All the more so since it is not a 
nostalgic, heroic version of the past that the historically 
interested reader should be looking for, but a realistic 
account that gives an impression of what the war was 
really like. 

And that is exactly what makes this book remarkable. 
The author has a vigilant eye for detail, and an ability to 
describe his experiences in a highly human and honest 
way. In so doing, he retains a certain degree of objectivity, 
but at the same time adopts a fierce anti-fascist 
standpoint. The cleverly arranged build-up of the book 
and George Wheeler's wit add up to a read to be 
recommended, for people already familiar with the 
Spanish Civil War as for those who are new to the topic. 


TO MAKE THE 


PEOPLE SMILE AGAIN 
A Memoir of the Spanish Civil War 


GEORGE WHEELER 


Searchlight May 2003 15 


Publications available from Searchlight 


Wantedsforshypocrisy s =] " 
Sat Nik Cetin an hee OP — The, BNP rr 
aero wmae i we law andforder 


‘that det 
+. that’s why they’re alwaysthelping 
the police with their: Gas 


;=r355;000 Britons died in 4 i 
World,War Il Ur a Don’t be conned by the BNP i 


* 
‘The leader of the British National Party, Nick Griffin, insults) — 
their’ memory by insisting. the; Holocaust d did not narra 


1 aware that the orthodox 
opinion is that 6 million Jews 
were gassed and cremated 
and turned into lampshades. 





{Orthodox opinion also once’) ; 

held that the earth was flat... _ ~ * 4 

Ihave reached the conclusion 1 00 ee £4 1 000 oe £20 
hi that the “ey tale is) fa] : 

Propaganda, kena mS lie, 1 


E latter day with hysteria = . s : 250 nes £7 2500 = £40 
Don't be conned by the BNP 
y 500 = £12 (Searchlight Information Services) 












The Terrorist Wd Exposing the 
Next Door international nazi 
As reviewed music scene 





(Searchlight Educational Trust) 


in Searchlight 
THE MILITIA MOVEMENT £4.50+£0.50p&p 


(Nov 2002) — anotue ravicat ricHt 


\ 


i} EL LEVITAS 
— ae Fascism and the 3, 
ee Labour movement 


(Searchlight Magazine) § 


£3.50+£0.50p&p 

haere An eight-page exposé of Britain’s nazis, jointly published by 
nA, Searchlight Magazine and the Anti Nazi League. : - 
fs Available at £1. Bulk orders at £20 for 25 post-free. * Oo L£. 


v { P 
i A ig 
~ — New danger! Same old Nazis 


E5p&p 





In Excited Times: The People Against the Blackshirts tells an action-packed story of a 
dramatic contest. Against the terrifying backcloth of the rise of European fascist dictators, 
Tyneside and Wearside were selected by Hitler’s disciples as key battlegrounds on their road 
to a tyrannical destiny. The book reveals for the first time an extensive web of fascism and 
fascist sympathisers, the shadowy presence of MI5, and the exploits of those anti-fascists for 
whom the Second World War began long before 1939. £5.00+£0.50p&p wars) 


j Order Form Indicate number of copies in boxes 

I = White Riot £7.50 includes p&p = The Terrorist Next Door £22+£5p&p = White Noise £4.50+£0.50p&p 

Pe In Excited Times £5+ £0 50p&p = Stop Britain’s Nazis £1 inc p&p = Postcards (state no & type) 
ig Facing the Threat £3.50+£0.50p&) 





Address 


I Postcode | enclose £ 


1 
] 
] 
I 
] 
ING se eee ee 
I 
i 
] 
f 
eal 


Cheques for all publications made payable to Searchlight. PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG 


Searchlight May 2003 16 





[ ction In your 
aon 1 May 















































































































































Fascists at the 
ballot box 1 May 


Across Britain the British National party is fielding candidates in the local elections. 
The National Front also has some candidates, as has the Freedom Party, 
a splinter from the BNP. These pages list all the fascists standing on 1 May 
whom we know about. 

This is the largest number of candidates that the BNP has ever put up and the 
party expects to win several more council seats than its present five. Because four 
of its councillors won by only a handful of votes, a concerted anti-fascist campaign 

will make all the difference. 

Anti-fascist campaigns in every locality where there are fascist candidates are vital. 
Hundreds of anti-fascists have already delivered the Searchlight newspaper and other 
local literature across Britain. 

If a BNP candidate is standing in your ward, or near to you, then make sure 
that the ward is being leafleted with anti-fascist literature. We have copies of 
the Searchlight special newspaper available; just contact our office. 








British National Party 





East England 


Southend on Sea Borough _ Victoria Graham John Gateshead Borough (8) Teams Michael Dafter 
Basildon District (3) Fryerns William Baker Dunston David Dafter 
Pitsea South East = David King Saltwell George Bainbridge 
Lee Chapel North — Sidney Chaney Deckham Ronald Fairlamb 
Broxbourne Borough (3) Cheshunt North John Arthur Cope Felling John Battersby 
Rosedale Ramon Paul Johns Bede Kevin Bell 
Cheshunt Central lan John Seeby High Fell Kevin Scott 
Bedford Borough Putnoe ward Richard Green Bensham Terry Armstrong 
South Holland District Weston Moulton Jack Tyrrell Sunderland City (22) Hendon David Guynan 
Thorney Close Joseph Dobbie Jnr 
Town End Farm John Mtn 
Southwick Alan Brettwood 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Earl Shilton ward Simon J Gibson Castletown lan Mcdonald 
Blaby District (2) Kirby Muxloe ward — Peter A Francis Colliery lan Leadbitter 
Enderby & St Johns Michael Robinson Fulwell Joseph Dobbie Snr 
Leicester City (3) Thurncourt Clive Potter St Peters Jason Dent 
Eyres Monsell Edward Scott Central Chris Lathan 
Freeman ward Kevin Yates Grindon Paul Humble 
Ashfield District Hucknal West Barry Hodgson Silksworth Trevor Jenkins 
Broxtowe Borough Brinsley Sadie B Graham South Hylton Debra Hiles 
Erewash Borough Nottingham Road —_ John Pennington Pallion David Martin 
Mansfield District Cumberlands ward Steven E Belshaw Ryhope Michael Matthews 
Bolsover District Scarcliffe Mark Stringfellow Shiny Row Sharon Leadbitter 
Thornholme Philip Clark 
Lie ere St Chads Carol Dobbie 
St Michaels Steve Bilton 
Southampton City (5) Bitterne Jason Brown Washington North lan Guilbert 
Coxford Edwin Lee Gamon Washington South Gordon Pace 
Millbrook Terrie Jayne Rintoul Washington East David Richardson 
Woolston Debbyann Payne Washington West Keith Byrne 
Redbridge Jason Robinson Hetton Andrew Morris 


Bournemouth Borough 


West Southbourne 
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Barry J S Bennett 


Eppleton 


James Davison 


Newcastle City (3) 


South Tyneside Borough 
Stockton-on-Tees Borough (3) 


Darlington Borough (7) 


Borough of Sedgefield (2) 
Wear Valley District (2) 
Derwentside Borough (2) 


District of Easington 


Burnley (12) 


Ribble Valley Borough (5) 


Pendle Borough (6) 


Oldham MBC (410) 


Manchester CC 
Tameside MBC 
Stockport MBC 
Wigan Met Borough (2) 


Allerdale Borough Wigton 
Liverpool City (3) 


Knowsley Borough Council 
Wirral Borough Council 
Met Borough of Sefton 


Houghton 
Benwell. 

City West 
Scotswood 
Beacon and Bents 
Hardwick 

Portack and Tilery 
Norton 
Harrowgate Hill 
Northgate 
Cockerton West 
North Road 

Bank Top 
Pierremont 
Haughton West 
Thickley 

Neville & Simpasture 
Woodhouse Close 
Henknowle 
Havannah 
Blackhill 

Wingate 


Bank Hall 
Brunshaw 

Cliviger, Worsthorne 
Rose HI, Burnley Wd 
Trinity 

Lanehead 

Gannow 

Briarcliffe 
Gawthorpe 

Hapton with Park 
Whittlefield, Ightenhill 


lan Patterson 
Jonathon Keys 
Leonard S McCour 
William Curtis 
David Delaney 
Jean Allison 
William Nunn 
William Pickering 
Trevor Hugh Agnew 
Paul Thompson 
Robert Bowman 
Mark Kilpatrick 
Harry Marrs 
Wayne Simpson 
Nigel Nevison 
Janine R T Browne 
Justin S Thornton 
Jason Thornton 
Lee Thornton 
Malcolm Jefferson 
Peter N Hopper 
David Walton 


Mark Halstead 
Maureen Stowe 
Brian Turner 
Jim Cowell 
Simon Haworth 
Luke’ Smith 
Carol Hughes 
Patricia Thomson 
Andy Kenyon 
Len Starr 

Barry Birks 


Coal Clough, Deerplay Mark Pennington 


St Mary's ward 
Lowmoor ward 
Primrose ward 
Littlemoor ward 
Salthill ward 
Vivary Bridge Ward 
Cloverhill Ward 
Barrowford Ward 
Coates Ward 
Alexandra 
Chadderton South 
Chadderton North 
Hollinwood ward 
Royton North 
Failsworth West 
Lees 

Shaw 

St James 
Waterhead 
Newton Heath ward 
Hyde Newton 
Edgeley ward 
Abram 

Orrell 

Paul Stafford 
Anfield 

St Marys 
Kensington 
Cherryfield 
Tranmere 
Norwood 


Paul J Frankland 
Peter N McQuade 
Ivan Peter Duxbury 
Brian Ferguson 
Shannon Gath 
Brian Parker 
Trevor Dawson 
Mike Brennan 
Geof L. Whitehead 
Anthony Wentworth 
Stewart Fullard 
Nick Griffin 

Mick Treacy 
Norman Corbett 
Charles Style 
Craig Lawton 
Alwyn Stott 

Roy Goodwin 
Martin Brierley 
Derek Adams 
Mark Ward 
Richard Chadfield 
Dennis Shambley 
Richard James 


Joseph P Owens 
Raymond Malone 
Michael A Sheil 
Gary Aronsson 
Stephen Smeltzer 
Michael McDermott 


Medway unitary auth. (4) 


Dover District 
Thanet District 


Reigate & Banstead Borough 


Guildford Borough 
Crawley Borough 


Brighton and Hove City 


Chatham Central 
Luton & Wayfield 
Princes Park 

Hoo Peninsula 
Tower Hamlets 
Westgate-on-Sea 
Merstham ward 
Stoke Ward 
Furnace Green 
Rottingdean Coastal 


Brian C Ravenscroft 
Simon Brown 

Lee John Barnes 
Anthony Holroyd 
Andrew H Lammas 
Robert Alan Parker 
Phillip Peters 
Francis McAllister 
Vernon Atkinson 
Renzo L Ferrari 


North Devon District 
Teignbridge District 
Torbay Unitary (4) 


Plymouth City 


North Cornwall District 


South Hams 


Bristol City Council (4) 


Taunton Deane Borough (2) 


North Wiltshire District 


Caine Town 


West Midlands 


North Molton 
Bushell 

Watcombe 

Berry Hd, Furzeham 
Blatchcombe 
Tormohun 
Devonport 

Altarnun 

Dartmouth Townstal 
Bedminster 
Stockwood 
Bishopsworth 
Brislington East 
Holcom 

Lyngford ward 
Calne Abberd ward 
Calne Abberd ward 


Peter D R Chantler 
Darren R James 
Peter C Lucas 
Anthony R North 
Michael H Turner 
Lauren J Taylor 
Graham G Green 
Peter Mullins 
Peter Leslie Pirnie 
Clive Courtney 
Diane Carr 

David Millard 

John Jarvis 
Stephen R Cook 
Dwaine Haworth 
Robert A Baggs 
Robert A Baggs 


Birmingham City (5) 


Dudley Met Borough (4) 


Sandwell Met Borough (5) 


Walsall Met Borough 
Worcester City 
Coventry City 
Oswestry Borough 


Stoke on Trent City (5) 


Oscott 

Yardley 

Northfield 

Weoley 
Longbridge 

Castle & Priory 

St James's 
Coseley West 
Coseley East 
Princes' End 
Langley 

Tividale 

Tipton Green 
Great Bridge ward 
Hatherton & Rushall 
Holy Trinity 
Woodlands 


Sharon Ebanks 
Rob Purcell 

Lee Savage 

Lee Windridge 
Mark Cattell 
Simon Darby 
Alan Clarke 
Gary Woodall 
William Pinchers 
John Salvage 
Alan Hipkiss 
Carl Butler 

Terry Taylor 
David Watkins 
William Lock 
Martin D Roberts 
Mark A Payne 


Gobowen & Selattyn Mark Norwood 


Chell and Packmoor 


Douglas Smith 


Weston & Meir North lan Clegg 


Norton and Bradley 
Longton North 
Tunstall 


John West 
Steven Batkin 
Michael Coleman 


Calderdale MBC (8) 


Northowram & Shelf Graham Nalton 


Ovenden 

Town 

Mixenden 
Illingworth 

St Johns 
Sowerby Bridge 


Andrew Mellor 
Chris Godridge 
Jane Shooter 
Richard Mulhall 
Andrew Mulligan 
John Gregory 
continued over 
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Chris Jackson 
Chris J Beverley 


Sowerby Bridge 
Morley South ward 
South Pudsey Richard Warrington 
Whinmoor Martin D Gibson 
Garforth & Swillington Tracy Ann Andrews 
Barwick and Kippax Chris B Andrews 


Leeds City Council (8) 


Beeston Thomas WA Linden 
Seacroft Alistair JM Ingham 
Richmondhill Mark Adrian Collet 
Morley Town Council Topcliffe ward Chris J Beverley 
Bradford Met District (8) Idle ward Stewart P Williams 
Queensbury Paul G S Cromie 
Clayton Lynda Jane Cromie 
Shipley East Christopher Hill 
Eccleshill Kerry Bedford 
Baildon David Hobson 
Great Horton James Breslin 
Bolton Arthur Bentley 
Wakefield MBC (2) Ossett Suzy Claire Cass 
Horbury John Aveyard 
Kirklees MBC (7) Thornhill Nicholas Cass 
Mirfield Karl Hanson 
Dewsbury East David Huntington 
Dewsbury West Lee Wetherill 
Batley West Jonathan Pygott 
Birstall & Birkenshaw John Wilkinson 
Batley East Gillian M Cass 
Barnsley MBC (2) Darton Stephen A Gedney 
Royston Paul Harris 
Sheffield City (2) Brightside Chris Hartigan 
Handsworth Derek Hutchinson 
Doncaster Met Borough (5) Thorne Janice Holt 
Bentley Central Lee Mark Evans 
Bentley North Lee M Haggan 
Adwick David Liam O'Neill 
Stainfirth David Owen 


Hull CC (3) Orchard Park 
& Greenwood 
Bransholme East 


Bransholme West 


National Assembly Election - 1 May 
South East Wales Regional List 
Pauline Carol Gregory 


David M Hannam 
Alan Siddle 
Richard Brown 


National Front 


Kingstanding Terry John Williams 
Stockland Green Lee Steven Salsbury 


Stanhope 
Aylesford Green 


Terry Blackhnam 
John Richard Kellam 


Ken Booth 
Paul Foster 


Newburn 
Lemington 


Sunderland 
Washington East 


Mark Farrell 


Aberdeen 


Seaton David MacDonald 


Lees Kristian Richard Etchells 
Royton North Darren Dobson 
Freedom Party 


Alison Aitken-Jones 
Steve Edwards 


Princes End 
Tipton Green 


South Staffordshire 
Wombourne South West 


Sharron Edwards 
(District and Parish elections) 


Market Harborough 
Little Bowden 


David Ball 


On the campaign trail: BNP leader Nick Griffin 
(left) with Oldham organiser Mick Treacy 
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T-FASCIST | 
CAMPAIGN 


Te Union of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers 





(Usdaw) has made tackling the British National 
Party a key political priority for this year’s local 
election and beyond. 

Usdaw’s General Secretary Bill Connor stresses: “We 
are committed to making sure that our members are 
aware of the consequences of BNP activity, both in the 
local community and more specifically the workplace. 

“Usdaw knows from our black and Asian members 
that the presence of the BNP in some towns and cities, 
has meant a direct increase in racist attacks and abuse.” 

Bill reiterates that the union is determined to ensure 
everyone understands that the BNP is a racist party, with 
aracist agenda of “rights for whites”. Hundreds of Usdaw 
activists across the North of England have been 
attending briefings on the true nature of the BNP. 

Over 60 representatives attended a weekend training 
course held in Huddersfield. Usdaw members left with a 
good understanding of how to counter the racist 
propaganda of the BNP and the ability to support 
Usdaw’s black and Asian members under threat from 
racism. 

Nearly 300 Usdaw representatives recently attended 
the union's divisional conferences in Blackpool and 
Scarborough where they heard about the poisonous 
nature of the BNP. Delegates heard from a variety of 
speakers and participated in workshops looking at how 
to counter the lies of the BNP. 


£18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 


Name/organisation 






£43 Non Europe individuals 


Shona MclIsaac, MP (Labour, Cleethorpes) told the 
conference in Scarborough, “We have to work together 
to defeat the BNP. There are no depths to which they will 
not plunge in order to con people into voting for them. 
Trade unionists and politicians have an important role 
to play in exposing the BNP as violent, racist thugs.” 

John Hannett, Usdaw’s deputy general secretary, told 
the conference in Blackpool, “The BNP attempts to win 
trade unionists over by campaigning on issues such as 
workplace closures and redundancies. Don't be misled. 
Their agenda is racism, not the protection of workers.” 

All representatives attending Usdaw’s branch officers’ 
courses are also receiving briefings about how to tackle 
racism and the BNP in their workplaces. 

Usdaw is aware that the campaign against the BNP goes 
well beyond the May elections so further briefings for 
Usdaw representatives are planned in the run-up to the 
May elections and beyond. Activists are being asked to be 
vigilant in their communities and workplaces to ensure 
that the BNP cannot gain a foothold in any shape or form. 

A key part of this work will be to link into the 
campaigns being fought where BNP candidates are 
standing in the local elections, with Usdaw members 
already out on the streets in Oldham, Sunderland and 
elsewhere delivering the message to local voters. 


| Subscribe to Searchlight 


ee | £24 UK individuals 


05/03 ff 


£36 Europe individuals | 
£48 All non-UK organisations 





Address 















Postcode 





Cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine Ltd 


email editors@searchlightmagazine.com 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG Tel 020 7681 8660 Fax 020 7681 8650 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Names and addresses may be used to send you other Searchlight information. 
Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 
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Don’t be 
misled by the 
BNP says 
John Hannett 
of Usdaw 
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Searchlight May 


In 1933 the Italian fascist police launched an investigation in a town in the Po 
Valley in search of an English woman. Her name, Sylvia Pankhurst. Mussolini’s 
spies were convinced that the suffragette was leading a rescue mission to 
spirit out of the country the widow of a murdered politician. 


By Alfio Bernabei 


hey were sarcastically described as “feminist 

agitators’, “eccentric maniacs”, and the 

like, but they meant business and Mussolini 

knew it. Documents in the Italian State 

Archives reveal that in the early 1930s the 
authorities in Rome became seriously concerned about 
the activities of a group of anti-fascist British women 
who threatened to carry out a spectacular propaganda 
coup against the regime. 

It was feared that the women would descend on Italy 
on a mission to rescue the widow of a prominent 
politician who had been murdered by fascist thugs, and 
whisk her to safety in London. Precautionary measures 
were taken to prevent the women from entering the 
country by land or by sea, their letters were intercepted 
and files opened with their names in category “J5”, 
which stood for subversive activities by foreigners. 

One of the women most feared by the Italians was 
Sylvia Pankhurst, the suffragette, who had just turned 
50. The archive documents reveal that in 1933 the Rome 
Interior Ministry ordered an investigation in Rovigo, a 
town in the rice growing area of the Po Valley in northern 
Italy, to establish whether she had visited the area 
clandestinely to help the widow of the murdered 
politician and her children to flee the country. 

Among other women in the police files were Virginia 
Crawford, a former councillor of the London Borough of 
Marylebone, and Charlotte Despard, the sister of Lord 
French of Ypres. 

It was in August 1932 that the Italian Foreign Ministry 
first became aware of the British women’s intention to 
throw a challenge at Mussolini. The warning came from 
Dino Grandi, the newly arrived Italian ambassador to 
London. He wrote: “I draw your attention to the letter 
published in the Manchester Guardian of 5 August in 
which Sylvia Pankhurst announced the formation of a 
Women’s International Committee in support of the 
Matteotti family. I have ordered the gathering of 
information on its members and on their sources 
of finance. She is a well-known writer and militant. 
In 1925 she founded the Association of Friends of Italian 
Freedom with the well-known Virginia Crawford. She is 
under surveillance by the local police. I will tell you 
more as soon as possible.” 

Matteotti’s name was known _ internationally, 
particularly in the United Kingdom, and was a powerful 
reminder of fascist crimes. Giacomo Matteotti had been 
the leader of the Italian Socialist Party and a prominent 
MP. From the outset of fascism he had carried out a 
campaign against Mussolini detailing the destruction of 
democratic institutions, the rigging of elections, torture 
and assassinations. In 1924 he had been kidnapped and 
brutally murdered by Mussolini’s agents soon after his 
return to Rome from a clandestine visit to London, 
where he had asked representatives of the Labour Party 
and the British trade unions for “moral and material 
assistance” to bring down the regime. 

Matteotti’s murder had caused revulsion throughout 
the world. Ramsay MacDonald, who was Prime Minister 


at the time, had lent his support to a protest 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square. To keep Matteotti’s 
memory alive a number of prominent figures had set up 
The Friends of Italians Freedom League. Among its 
members were Josiah Wedgwood, C P Trevelyan, 
Rebecca West, Herbert George Wells, George Bernard 
Shaw, Bertrand Russell, James Maxton and Fenner 
Brockway. 

In 1925 the League held a Matteotti commemoration 
meeting in St James's Hall at 14 Greek Street, Soho, and 
published the journal Italy Today, edited by Virginia 
Crawford. One of the journal’s most ardent supporters 
was Sylvia Pankhurst. She was by now a veteran in anti- 
fascist militancy. She had started her vitriolic campaign 
against Mussolini in 1922 in her own publication, 
Worker's Dreadnought. Pankhurst had printed a series of 
front-page articles with headlines such as “The truth 
about the fascisti” and “The Fascisti Menace” and had 
gone as far as accusing the editor of The Daily Herald, 
Hamilton Fyfe, of showing too much admiration for 
Mussolini. 

The League's activities soon petered out and not much 
more was heard of Matteotti’s murder until Pankhurst 
dramatically rekindled the issue in 1932 by setting up 
the Women’s International Matteotti Committee which 
launched a journal called Humanity. Whether by 
coincidence or shrewd planning, this was the year of the 
spectacular celebrations held in Italy for the Decennale, 
the tenth anniversary of Mussolini’s so-called March on 
Rome. In propaganda efforts to woo foreign audiences 
the Duce had enlisted Guglielmo Marconi, the scientist 
and honorary president of the London branch of Italian 
Fascist Party, to make radio broadcasts in English in 
praise of fascism. The last thing Mussolini needed on 
such an occasion was a campaign to remind the world of 
Matteotti’s murder, the more so since he was widely 
believed to have ordered it. Yet this is exactly what was in 
store, as the Italians soon found out. 

“The plan is to set up a journal about Matteotti as an 
instrument for the anti-fascist cause”, warned an 
unnamed Italian fascist agent in London in a dispatch to 
Rome dated 13 August 1932. “Propaganda is intense in 
London's feminist circles in search of financial means. 
Pankhurst’s appeal has appeared in the Reynold’s Review 
and in the Daily Herald”. Another agent stationed in 
New York reported “American women including 
Marguerite Tucker and Anna Davis have been recruited 
to the Matteotti Committee which is thought to aim at 
promoting an internal agitation in order to force the 
Italian authorities to issue a passport to Matteotti’s 
widow, Velia, to enable her to go abroad”. On 1 
September Ambassador Grandi rang more alarm bells: 
“The intention appears to involve the sending to Italy of 
a delegation made up of Pankhurst herself and other 
extremely influential women in order to free, as they put 
it, signora Matteotti and her family and have all of them 
reach London where the Committee would assist them”. 

There is no hint in these documents as to whether or 
not Velia Matteotti herself was aware that she had been 
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The earliest 
of anti-fascist 
newspapers, 
Workers’ 
Dreadnought, 
campaigned 
against 
fascism 
shortly after 
Mussolini’s 
rise to power 








put at the centre of an international campaign that on 
the surface presented itself as purely humanitarian but 
clearly contained a direct challenge to the regime. 

This challenge was spelt out when the first issue of 
Humanity appeared in October. A front-page article 
gave a graphic description of the harassment to which 
Velia Matteotti was being subjected: “She is under 
constant surveillance with arc lights playing on her 
house at night and banned from even visiting her 
husband's grave if she cared for her children”. The article 
explained that the committee's aim was to free her “from 
intolerable persecution”. As a further indication of the 
regime’s determination to keep Velia under strict 
surveillance as a “political prisoner” the article stated 
that one of her friends had been condemned to “ten 
years’ penal servitude for attempting to help her to leave 
the country”. In the list of members of the Women’s 
International Matteotti Committee were Katherine 
Gillet-Gatty, Dora Russell, Jennie Lee, Frida Laski, 
Hanna Sheehy Skeffington and Virginia Crawford. 

The Italian customs were ordered to seize all the 
copies of Humanity they could find sent through 
the post and the Secret Service, Ovra, opened files on 
some of the women involved in the campaign. It was not 
easy to keep tracks of these “female agitators” whose 
network seemed so vast, reaching countries as far as 
Uruguay. The documents kept in the Italian State 
Archives show that the agents were having difficulties 
in distinguishing first names from family names. 
Bad spellings and obscure locations were adding to the 
confusion in a maze of identities, titles and places. 

A file open on “Despard - Mrs Hannah’ states: “She is 
the first-born daughter of the Captain of the British 
Navy French of Ripple Vale and sister of the late Lord 
French of Ypres much given to charity work among the 
poor in London districts such as Battersea, Lambeth and 
Nine Elms”. In a separate file “Despard” is listed as a 
member of Sinn Fein alongside “Countess Marchievich, 
Gohne MacBride, Mary MacSwiney and Sheehy 
Skeffington”. In yet another file Sheehy Skeffington 
appears to be known also as “Mrs Hannah’. Virginia 
Crawford is described as a 60-year-old woman who lives 


WORKSIS’ DREADNOUGRT.~SATURDAY, November Lith, 197, 


Zola on Socialism. 


Workers’ 3% Dreadnought 


at 39 Upper Gloucester Place, London, but according to 
Grandi, appears to have two more addresses in London 
and Sussex. The Italian police also suspected her to be 
the mysterious “C. Crawford” whose address in Paris 
had been used by an anti-fascist involved in an attempt 
to kill Mussolini. Anger and disdain towards these 
troublemakers perhaps played a part in a number of 
disparaging remarks recorded in the files. Charlotte 
Despard is described as “exalted and unbalanced”; 
Virginia Crawford is a “donna eccentrica e maniaca’. 

There was also some confusion at the Foreign Office in 
London, albeit for different reasons. On 18 October 1932 
Pankhurst wrote to Prime Minister Ramsey MacDonald 
to ask him to intervene “to save Velia Matteotti from 
persecution”. The request posed a humanitarian 
question that was viewed with annoyance because of 
the unforeseeable consequences that a British 
intervention in the case might have for Anglo-Italian 
relations which were described as excellent. 

According to a handwritten note attached to the file 
kept at the Public Record Office, Pankhurst received 
“a polite refusal without reason”. Clearly the British 
government had no intention of raising the matter with 
Rome, especially at the peak of the Decennale 
celebrations. But to the Foreign Office’s surprise the 
Italians acted instead. The British Ambassador in Rome, 
Robert Graham, was told peremptorily, as he later 
reported, that there was “not one word of truth in Miss 
Pankhurst’s allegations, no one was molesting or 
interfering with her [Velia Matteotti] in any way”. As well 
as being surprised, Graham was probably relieved that 
the Italians had taken it upon themselves to “clarify” the 
matter, thus pre-empting the need for any future inquiry 
on his part. He was sympathetic to fascism and he must 
have thought that the episode was closed. 

It certainly wasn’t for the Italians. The most 
unexpected turn of events was yet to come. In January 
1933 news reached Rome that the plan to spirit Mrs 
Matteotti out of the country was probably under way. 
The Italian Embassy in Berlin quoted “a source normally 
well informed” and warned: “It seems that Pankhurst 
has been to Italy and went to Rovigo. After this visit she 
said that she would do all she could 
to facilitate Velia Matteotti fleeing 
Italy”. Pankhurst in Rovigo? The town 
was only a few miles away from 
Fratta Polesine, Giacomo Matteotti’s 
birthplace, and his relatives lived 
there. If Velia had decided to flee the 
country, Rovigo would be the obvious 
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THEIR ATROCITIES IN ITALY. 








When news came that the Fascisti had 
seized the Government of Italy, Hamilton 
yfe, the '' Daily Herald ’’ editor, wrote a 
long article describing the coup as a bloodless 
revolution, and saying: 

‘‘Whether the Italian Fascisti are 
enemies to the point of view of the workers 
in this country is not wery clear... . It is 
impossible not to feel a certain amount of 
admiration for this man [Mussolini, the 
Fasolsti leader}, who has organised what ne 
calls a bloodless revolution.’ 

On November 4th, when the Fascisti were 
{o demonstrate in London, the “' Daily 
Horald,’’ under Hamilton Fyfe's editorship, 
published this friendly and favourable an- 
nouncement of their march: 


“BLACK SHIRTS’ MARCH. 


























Hundreds of Fasolsti at the Abbey To-day. 








q ** Shortly after 3.30 this afternoon several 
7 ...hundreds of Italian Fascisti, domiciled in 
London, attired in the famous ‘' black 
shirts,”’ will march to Westminster Abbey 
to lay a wreath on the grave of the Un- 
known Warrior. 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1922, 


The Fascisti Menace, 


Founded and Edited by 
SYLVIA PANKHURST. 


Weekly—PRICE ONE PENNY. 


THEY PREPARE A RISING IN ITALY. THEY DEMONSTRATE IN LONDON. 


HAMILTON FYFE WHITEWASHES THEM. 


names of Lorenz and Eichmann. Says the 
“ Vorwaerts "": 

‘The situation in Bavaria is serious, as 
the Reich Government should know. The 
Government is in possession of information. 
We expect that it will now aot.” 

But the Government will not act; it will 
cnconrage the Fascisti, as the Government of 
Italy has done. H 

The “Daily Telegraph ” 
SAYS: 

‘* Tt has tong been no secret that Bavaria 
is quite prepared for a development such as 
has just taken place In Italy. The only 
open question was when the blow was to be 
struck. . . . Mussolini's success has... 
naturally had an Inflammatory effect.’ 
‘The British ruling classes have hastened to 

hold out the hand of weleome to the Fascisti 
brigands who have won their way to power 
in Italy by rapine and murder. 

British Church and State Welcome Fascisti. 

When the Fascisti entered Westminster 
Abbey last Saturday, Bishop Ryle, the Dean 
of the Abbey, ordered the vergers to clear a 
passage for them through t ranks of in- 
feo ome ate = 


iat ee 


correspondent 





The ‘ Telegraph '' of November Ist further 
reports: 

‘At ‘Turin the Socialist co-operative 
headquarters were burnt, and in the conflict 
one man was suiled. A large force of Fas- 
cisti encamped outside the town. At Padua 
they broke into the house of the former 
Minister, Signor Alessio, raided the library, 
and committed some damage. In Brescia 
there were some encounters with Com- 
munists, and three men were wounded. in 
Milan some short skirmishes took place 
without any serious results, and the same 
thing happened in Genoa.’’ 

_ The “ New York Herald '’ correspondent on 
November ist wired regarding the Fascist 
entry into Rome: 

“The reverse side of the medal is less 
Pleasant to contemplate. The crowds yes- 
terday (Tuesday) were made up entirely of 
citizens of the bigher class, and even amid 
the most frenzied cheering one felt the 
sullen silence of the absent workers. That 
all is not well is shown by despatches from 
the provinces to-day, showing that conflicts 
between Fasclsti and Socialists have been 
renewed in many towns of the North, des- 
pite Mussolini's strict orders against further 


place to make the arrangements with 
her would-be rescuers. It was at this 
point that the authorities in Rome 
ordered the local Prefettura to launch 
an investigation to establish whether 
Pankhurst had indeed visited the 
area to prepare for Velia’s escape 
to London. 

There were at least two very good 
reasons why the Italian authorities 
could not afford to take risks with the 
intrepid behaviour of the British 
women. Firstly, they knew about 
Pankhurst’s exploits and 
determination. In earlier times, 
finding herself without a passport, 
she had crossed the Alps on foot to 
attend a political conference in 
Bologna. She had then escaped 
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undetected through paths used by smugglers. Secondly 
and more dramatically, in 1926 Violet Gibson, a British 
citizen and daughter of Lord Ashbourne, had fired a shot 
at Mussolini in Rome wounding him in the face. For a 
regime so much steeped in macho posturing any 
challenges posed by women, and foreign at that, must 
have appeared quite intolerable. 

On 21 August 1933 the Rovigo Prefettura informed 
Rome that “having completed further investigations” no 
foreign intruder had been detected in the area. It may be 
that Velia had never contemplated leaving the country. 
Or perhaps the surveillance around her was indeed so 
tight as to make an escape impossible. 

In any event the Italian authorities stayed on the look 
out. British women continued to be monitored at border 
posts and seaports. Police documents reveal that 
surveillance was high on “Craven Kathleen Margaret” 
after one of her letters signed “Nina” was intercepted 
with the sentence: “I only hope that Italy’s future 
troubles will come soon and be large and desperate. 
I hate the whole lot of them.” When a woman bearing a 
similar name — Craven Margaret Amelia — was spotted 
on a list of passengers cruising the Mediterranean, 
neither she nor her friend Jane Lewis were allowed to 
disembark in Venice. Similarly, when a 70-year-old 
woman bearing the name Virginia Crawford attempted 
to land at Palermo, she was prevented from setting foot 
on Italian soil just in case she might be the same 
redoubtable “eccentric maniac” already on file. Or may 
be she was. Marion Cave, widow of Carlo Rosselli, an 
Italian also killed by fascist thugs, and a friend of 
Pankhurst, was another British woman the Italian police 
never lost sight of. Humanity had taught the Italians to 
be on their guard. 

Although the journal’s title appeared on some of the 
Women's Matteotti Committee newsletters, only one 
edition ever went to press. In 1936 Pankhurst switched 
her anti-fascist campaign to another publication, 
launching New Times and Ethiopia News to condemn 
the Italian invasion of Abyssinia. An Italian spy who 
penetrated an anti-fascist group in London at the end of 
1938 found her as committed as ever: “Last night there 
was a meeting at the Ivy Restaurant in London’, he wrote 
in a dispatch sent to Rome. “Sylvia Pankhurst was there 
with Corio [her Italian companion]. They discussed 
violent actions against fascism. [They think] it is 
possible to cause serious trouble to the fascists in 
Ethiopia as well.” 


Velia Matteotti by then had died at home in Italy. _ International 
Pankhurst wrote a moving tribute: “On the tomb of Solidarity: 
Giacomo Matteotti’s devoted wife whose death has not — Humanity 
been recorded in any Italian paper, we would place a campaigned 
wreath of red carnations”. against Velia 

In terms of carrying out a grand coup against the Matteotti’s 
dictatorship, Humanity and the Committee had _ harassment. 
patently failed. But as an instrument of anti-fascist Sylvia 
militancy the challenge posed by these brave women _ Pankhurst’s 
had succeed in rattling Mussolini and his cronies _ efforts 
beyond all expectations. brought death 
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Honouring Sylvia Pankhurst 


The Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Committee invites support from 
organisations and individuals for its aim of ensuring greater 
recognition for one of the most significant women of the twentieth 
century. Launched informally in March 1999, the proposal for a 
permanent memorial to Sylvia has already attracted sponsorship 
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A £30,000 appeal has been launched to raise enough for a life size 
statue. The committee has commissioned a prominent labour 
movement sculptor to create an appropriate image of Sylvia 


Pankhurst and has now obtained planning permission for its chosen 
site for the statue. On 20 June, in the year in which we (a) raise all 
the money, and (b) progress through all the labyrinthine 
procedures, this memorial to Sylvia’s life and contribution to 
working class women will be unveiled. (This is the anniversary of 
the date when Liberal Prime Minister Asquith, an opponent of 
women’s suffrage, was coerced, as a result of Sylvia’s threat of an 
indefinite hunger and thirst strike, to meet a delegation of working 
class women from the East London Federation of Suffragettes. 
This was the first and only women’s deputation received by the 
government during the suffrage campaign.) 

To donate to the Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Fund, send your 
cheque, payable to “SERTUC (Sylvia Pankhurst)”, to the Sylvia 
Pankhurst Memorial Committee, SERTUC, Congress House, 

Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS, UK. You can contact 

us at the same address or email megan@gn.apc.org. 


Sylvia Pankhurst T-shirts and greetings cards available - visit 
www.sylviapankhurst.gn.apc.org for details. 








HUNGARY 
Blood and Honour faces ban 


The Hungarian state prosecutor’s office in Budapest 
announced, at the end of March, that it will take steps to 
outlaw the Hungarian wing of the international nazi 
skinhead organisation, Blood and Honour. The reasons 
for the move are that Blood and Honour “openly pursues 
neo-Nazi ideas” and has fraudulently registered itself as 
a social organisation. 

Members of Blood and Honour have recently held 
demonstrations of between 100 and 200 people at which 
they waved flags favoured by wartime Hungarian nazis. 
The demonstrations were staged to honour Hungarian 
and German Nazi soldiers killed during the Red Army’s 
liberation of Budapest in 1945, as “heroes who gave their 
lives in the fight for our nation and race”. 

The Hungarian Justice Minister, Gyorgy Barandy, has 
indicated that the government also plans soon to 
introduce anti-racism laws and use them to crack down 
down on nazis. 

As many as 600,000 Hungarian Jews died in Nazi 
extermination camps or as a result of forced labour 
during the Second World War. 


CANADA 
Ziundel to stay in custody 


Canadian immigration officials have ruled that Ernst Ztindel, 
the nazi Holocaust denier, must remain in custody pending 
a refugee hearing because he would continue to spread his 
antisemitic message if released. 

Zundel, 64, is claiming refugee status after being 
deported to Canada by the US authorities for overstaying a 
US visitor's permit. “There are reasonable grounds to 
believe that Mr ZUndel would be in a position to influence 
his following,” stated Robert Murrant of the Immigration 
and Refugee Board, who is presiding over ZUndel’s hearing. 
Murrant’s remarks echo those of Canadian security service 
officials who have branded ZUndel, a German-born 
Canadian resident for 40 years until 2001, “a threat to 
security”. 

Zundel has been held at a custody centre near Niagara 
Falls since mid-February. David Macintosh, a government 
lawyer, says Zundel is “a danger to the public because he 
incites hatred”. ZUndel now faces deportation to Germany, 
where he could face charges of inciting hatred and has 
already been convicted for similar offences. 


GERMANY 
Nazi lawyer leaves NPD 


After successfully defending the nazi National- 
demokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) against 
proceedings to ban it in Germany’s constitutional court, 
Horst Mahler has left the organisation, declaring that he 
no longer wishes to belong to “an organisation that 
accepts the parliamentary system”. In a statement, the 
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former left-wing terrorist turned nazi lawyer made it clear 
that although the German authorities’ threat to outlaw the 
NPD has now been lifted, he does not believe the party will 
survive politically and has opted to go his own way. 

Meanwhile, Mahler has been convicted by a court in 
Mainz for “approving the terror attacks of 11 
September” and fined £4,800. It now looks likely that 
Mahler, 67, will align himself with the NPD’s bitter Freie 
Kameradschaften rivals. 


RUSSIA 
Extreme right on anti-war bandwagon 


THE FAR RIGHT has latched onto the widespread opposition 
in Russia to the war in lraq. Supporters of the ultra right- 
wing maverick Viadimir Zhirinovski joined communists in a 
group of about 300 protesters in front of the US embassy. 
They waved placards with slogans such as “The USA? 
International Terrorist No 1!” and held a rally at which Victor 
Anpilov, a hardcore Stalinist leader, called for a boycott of 
American products. 

Zhirinovski, the vice-president of the Russian parliament, 
the Duma, tried to force a parliamentary debate on the 
issue, a move which was rejected twice. Despite this many 
MPs spoke up to lash out at George W Bush, branding him 
a “terrorist” who is “beginning the Third World War”. 

Their view is shared by the right-wing press. Zavtra 
(Tomorrow), for example, has the “hero” Saddam and the 
“murderer” Bush on its front page, while a cartoon titled 
“Barbecue” depicts Saddam spitroasting Bush’s head. 

Zavtra is not alone. Alexander Dugin, the racist and 
former official of the right-wing journal Elementy, published 
a violently anti-American tirade in Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
one of Russia’s most popular tabloids, suggesting that 
“anti-Americanism” could yet provide a platform for the 
unification of Russian society. 

Other right-wing forces active against Bush’s and Tony 
Blair’s war include members of the National Party Bolshevik 
(NBP). On 24 March, NBP students attacked a US 
representative of Nato at a teach-in at the University of 
Novosibirsk, pelting him with eggs and tomatoes. Two days 
earlier, other NBP supporters in the city joined an anti-war 
protest by pacifist students. 

Meanwhile, on 19 March, Amnesty International 
published a report calling on the Russian authorities to 
crack down on racist attacks, citing their failure to do so 
and pointing out how seldom skinhead violence is treated 
as racially motivated. According to the Russian Interior 
Minister, only 16 skinheads have been convicted for racist 
crimes, including the five found guilty of the attack on non- 
European traders at a market in Tsaritsyn last year. 

Only 31 cases involving skinhead attacks have been 
investigated so far, which Amnesty says is inadequate 
compared to the level of violence. As if to reinforce 
Amnesty’s argument, the Russian Supreme Court has just 
reduced the sentence of Mikhail Volkov, 32, one of the 
skinheads involved in the Tsaritsyn pogrom, from nine years 
to four. 


GERMANY 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 
State spies prevent NPD ban 


The German state’s attempt to outlaw the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) ended in 
fiasco when the Federal Constitutional Court halted the 
case because of the mounting scandal surrounding 
incompetent intelligence gathering by the internal security 
service, the Verfassungsschutz. Horst Mahler, the nazi 
lawyer, had fiercely defended the NPD’s position. 

By winding up the proceedings, in mid-March, the judges 
in Karlsruhe inflicted a bitter defeat on the three bodies that 
had applied for the ban: the federal government, the federal 
parliament and its upper house, the federal council. 

The judges emphasised that their ruling did not rule out 
future proceedings. However, Interior Minister Otto Schily 
said he regretted their decision, which was wrong, and 
stressed that there was little chance of another attempt to 
obtain a ban. 

Three of the judges refused to allow the case to continue 
because of the sheer number of state spies in the NPD’s 
ruling bodies. It seems that there were as many as 20 in the 
party’s national and regional leaderships alone, while others 
have claimed that one in seven of the NPD’s leading officers 
were state informers. The case could only have gone further 
with a two-thirds majority of the eight presiding judges. 

In the past few years, it has been estimated that about 
30 of the 200 members of the NPD leadership stratum 
were in the pay of the Verfassungsschutz. Even after the 
ban was applied for, security service informers were still 
sitting on the NPD’s executive committees, the judges 
pointed out. Such intensive surveillance of a_ party 
immediately before and during a prohibition case is, they 
said, incompatible with legal requirements. 

The court also criticised the unsatisfactory, less than 
diligent, preparation of the case submitted to it at the 
beginning of 2001, following a big increase in right-wing 
extremist violence the previous year. After Wolfgang Frenz, 
67, a founding member of the NPD, was unmasked as a 
paid Verfassungsschutz agent, the constitutional court 
postponed hearings set for February 2002. 

The constitutional court does not readily ban legally 
registered political parties. There are only two precedents in 
the history of the Federal Republic: the fascist Sozialistische 
Reichspartei in 1952 and the Communist Party in 1956. 

Schily has rejected the three judges’ criticisms. The 
documents setting out the government’s case for the ban, 
he said, did not rely on any of the state’s spies, with the 
exception of Frenz. He dismissed the notion that the 
acquisition of information by state informers should be a 
procedural obstacle. He also rejected the suggestion that 
the state’s informers had exerted influence on NPD policy. 

The Karlsruhe farce immediately unleashed a wave of 
reaction from politicians looking for someone to blame. 
Wolfgang Bosbach, a Christian Democrat MP described the 
conduct of the case as “dilettantish” while Angelika Beer, 
the leader of the Green Party, expressed “regret that a 
procedure to which a constitutional state is entitled for its 
own protection had failed”. The Green parliamentary group 
still considers the NPD should be banned and has called for 
a comprehensive structural reform of the secret services. 

Guido Westerwelle, the leader of the liberal Free 


Democrats, called the failure a “legal-political disaster”. 
The FDP parliamentary group opposed the original 
application for a ban in the German parliament. 

Paul Spiegel, president of the Central Council of Jews in 
Germany, urged the state’s constitutional organs to send 
out a “clear signal for a militant defence of democracy”. 
and emphasised the need for them to do their homework 
properly in future. 

Finally, Michael Sommer, leader of the millions-strong 
trade union federation, the DGB, warned strongly against 
playing down the danger of right-wing extremist parties and 
groups, declaring that “a ban on the NPD would have been 
an important legal step against the continuously 
xenophobic climate” in German society. 

Politicians in Germany's 17 federal states all expressed 
concern at the government’s failure to wipe the NPD off the 
political map, as did officials of the police trade union. 
Independent anti-fascists, however, were not surprised by 
the Karlsruhe verdict, as they had been highly sceptical 
about the proceedings from the start. 

Anti-fascists consider a strengthening of grass-roots 
commitment to opposing fascism far more effective than 
top-down “law and order” methods, not least because it is 
the responsibility of all people in society to stand up to 
racism, antisemitism and right-wing extremism. In addition, 
they can see for themselves that prohibitions of nazi 
organisations — more than 20 in the past two decades — 
have had very limited effect. 

As for the NPD, it now sees itself as_ politically 
strengthened and is aiming to make a reappearance in 
regional parliaments next year, according to its leader, Udo 
Voigt. And for May Day it has announced a “victory parade” 
in Berlin. 
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Jewish-conspiracy nuts soar 


to new heights of lunacy 


By Tor Bach, editor of Monitor, 
Kristin Gr@nli, journalist on forskning.no 
and Erik Tunstad, editor of forskning.no 


THE JEWS have killed two billion people with morphine, 
chemotherapy and radiation treatment according to the 
so-called “The New Medicine” cult that has begun to 
establish itself in Norway. It preaches that cancer 
sufferers should eschew conventional treatment in 
favour of therapists who “heal”, while the patients cough 
up the cash. 

The New Medicine is the creation of Ryke Geerd 
Hamer, a German who has been prosecuted in several 
European countries for illegal medical practice. Despite 
this, he has had clinics in Germany, Belgium, Italy, 
Austria and The Netherlands and claims to have treated 
over 200,000 cancer patients. 

His main cranky idea is that science is wrong about 
the causes of cancer. Instead he asserts that all diseases, 
including cancer and Aids, are the result of trauma and 
shock. So smoking cannot cause cancer. Rather, Hamer 
claims, it is the fear of smoking-related cancer that 
makes us sick. 

But Hamer does not stop at this. He claims anti- 
cancer treatments such as chemotherapy, radiation and 
morphine are not only useless but kill the patient. 
Therefore, the terminally ill should not undergo these 
treatments. 

Hamer goes on to allege that his ideas are well known 
to Jewish scientists but that they deliberately withhold 
this information from the rest of the world. He accuses 
an international Jewish conspiracy, bizarrely led by the 
Pope, of having killed two billion people by hiding 
the truth about the New Medicine which, he suggests, 
can heal 98% of all cancer cases. 

Hamer’s strange notions have begun to gain currency 
in Norway. Since last autumn, meetings about the New 
Medicine have been held in several cities where 
vulnerable participants have handed over large sums of 
money to be taught how to treat brain tumours with 
conversational therapy, ice bags and Coca Cola! 
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The latest course in the New Medicine attracted nearly 
20 participants in Oslo in mid-February. The “students” 
each paid £400 for four days of “advanced” lectures given 
by Hamer’s henchman, Harald Baumann, although no 
source literature was available. 

These punters were mostly graduates of the “basic” 
course, which fleeced them of a further £240, that they 
must complete to be able to take the “advanced” classes. 
At least 60 people have so far undertaken the courses. 

At the “advanced” course, Baumann preached that 
most disease does not really exist, but is only the body’s 
way of processing traumas. According to Baumann, 
cancer, Aids and tuberculosis are no more than 
symptoms in a healing process. It is the conventional 
treatment of these symptoms that kills. 

Tonny Kolas, the man in charge of this cult’s 
arrangements in Norway, says the next course in the 
New Medicine will start as soon as possible, as will a 
“Jevel 3” course. “I intend to make a lot of money from 
this,” he told forskning.no, the website of the highly 
respected Norwegian Science Council. He went on to 
explain: “We know that clinics exist in Israel that utilise 
the New Medicine exclusively to treat Jews. We know 
that the same Jews dominate the pharmaceuticals 
industry.” 

Until recently, Dagfrid Kolas (no relation) was 
responsible for the New Medicine courses in Bergen and 
Oslo. In Tromsg, a local cultural centre hosted courses 
but Ms Kolas recently withdrew from the arrangement 
when awkward questions were asked about the New 
Medicine's antisemitic theories. 

Nevertheless, she remains a firm believer in Hamer’s 
ideas and vows that she will hold further courses with 
Rune Amundsen, a psychologist who has lost his licence 
to practise and been excluded from the Norwegian 
Psychologists’ Association. Amundsen has been treating 
Kolas with something she calls “depth therapy”. 

Baumann was expected in Stavanger on 29 March to 
deliver a lecture at an annual meeting of homeopathic 
therapists. The movement is also touting Hamer’s book, 
Cancer — The Inexistent [sic] Riddle, in health stores. 

Naturally, medical practitioners are concerned about 
Hamer’s theories but his methods are mostly practised 


by self-appointed therapists who operate in the shady 
world of “alternative medicine”. Sigbjarn Smeland, head 
of the Clinical Council and supervising doctor at the 
Oslo Radium Hospital, has condemned Hamer’s ideas as 
“fundamentally bogus”, explaining, “the only treatments 
documented to have any effects on cancer are 
chemotherapy, radiation treatment and hormone 
therapy”. 

The New Medicine is widely dismissed but there is a 
notable exception. Thabo Mbeki, the president of South 
Africa, has been flirting with Hamer’s theories on Aids. 
South Africa’s former president, Nelson Mandela, and 
the World Health Organisation have strongly criticised 
Mbeki’s views. 

Surprisingly, the usually sober Norwegian daily paper 
Bergens Tidende has given the New Medicine a platform. 
A series of articles by the same journalist allowed 
Baumann and Ms Kolas to promote it, but they stopped 
short at presenting their antisemitic conspiracy theory. 
Ms Kolas also appeared in a debate about alternative 
medicine on national television at the beginning 
of March. 

Hamer’s conspiracy theories have also found their 
way onto the pages of the magazine Naturterapeuten 
(The Natural Therapist). In its third issue of 2002, the 
Norwegian homeopathic therapist Anton von der Lippe 
Jr devoted a two-page rant to the supposed Jewish 
conspiracy against Hamer. 

After citing one of Hamer’s letters 
containing accusations against 
everybody from the Pope to the Jewish 
organisation B’nai B'rith, von der 
Lippe declared: “Unfortunately, this 
story also teaches us the extent to 
which the Jews, with their tribal 
egoism, make themselves unpopular 
and break down the goodwill they 
enjoyed after the Second World 
War. Their conduct in Palestine 
against its indigenous inhabitants 
is symptomatic of this. But that is 
another story.” 

The New Medicine’s Jewish 
conspiracy theories do not end there. 
In a course held recently in Oslo, 
Baumann was reluctant to present 
antisemitic theories but a question 
from the audience must have sparked 
something off, prompting him to read 
a section from a book by David Icke, 
the British conspiracy theorist. Icke 
thinks the world is ruled by a group of 
Jews, who are really reptiles in human 
form, emanating from outer space to 
colonise the earth. A reprint of von der 
Lippe’s Naturterapeuten was also 
distributed to the audience. 

Hamer, who served 19 months’ jail 
in Germany for illegal practice of 
medicine, is currently living in exile in 
Spain and still practising his barmy 
ideas. According to the medical 
magazine, The Lancet, he has a 
following of around 3,000 people 
there, and Spanish doctors hold him 
responsible for several tens of deaths 
of cancer patients. Hamer’s followers, 
nevertheless, argue that he deserves 
the Nobel Prize for medicine and 


praise him as the Galileo of our times. 

Hamer’s picture of himself as a misunderstood genius 
and victim of a monstrous international Jewish- 
Masonic-Catholic plot resonates well within the 
extreme right. Not surprisingly, he has found some fans 
there and been invited to lecture by a number of 
far-right and fundamentalist Christian groups. The far- 
right German paper Junge Freiheit has praised him, as 
has the extremist Swiss website, Recht+Freiheit. 

Others to open their doors to Hamer include the right- 
wing and antisemitic Christian sect, the Bruderschaft 
Salem, which is known for its collaboration with the 
convicted German nazi lawyer Jiirgen Rieger. 

Hamer’s sect could be described as a “supersect”. 
With its message that all disease can be healed, spiced 
up with antisemitic paranoia, he can gain the 
acceptance of a wide range of other cranks. 

A number of Norwegian “therapists” have started to 
employ Hamer’s methods. Ms Kolas, who claims to have 
been cured of cancer without conventional treatment, 
lists 11 such persons on her website. When asked her 
opinions on Hamer’s antisemitic plot nonsense and 
right-wing connections, she refused to comment. 

Ms Kolas’s companion, Bent Madsen, was more 
critical about what was said about Jews on the Oslo 
course: “I will not be a part of these views,” he said but 
still steadfastly refuses to dismiss Hamer’s fake 
“medical” theories. 





Tonny Kolas, 
spokesman of 
Hamer’s cult 
in Norway. 
Photo Kristin 
Grgnii. 
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From Jeroen Bosch in Utrecht 


DUTCH FASCISTS are using a squat at a former military 
base as a springboard for activity and recruitment. 
The huge De Kazerne military installation, in a forest near 
Eindhoven, has been an organising centre for the extreme 
right ever since a group of young activists of the fascist 
organisation Voorpost occupied it in December 2000. 

They are using the complex for a wide range of 
activities and it has become the stronghold of a new 
movement called Nationale Beweging (National 
Movement), which has succeeded Voorpost. The Dutch 
wing of Voorpost, an organisation that started in Belgium, 
latctome (crea lavcve mec) elie \amole=telalicil arom arcl¢e| \arela\vars(eva\Viavare lace mare) 
longer contributing to Voorpost’s magazine Revolte. 
Its chairman Marcel Ritter, a former CP’86 strategist, is 
similarly inactive, confining himself to delivering lectures 
in Belgium or surfacing occasionally at summer schools 
of the French New Right movement. 

AV(oYoy g elossjmmcm co) om-(olt(ejamatt-larem iltgmiy(ecece(smar-lalelia(s)ance)eaat-ig 
CP’86 activist, has also failed to breathe any life into its 
decaying structures. Realising he was faced with an 
Tea} eleycssy] 0) (om t= lo) ,em\Vi0(e(e(c me] 6) i ma(ole)g olol-)ar-l mi atc M<l ale Me) mr401 0) & 
and launched the NB. His successor at Voorpost, Michel 
Hubert, soon walked out to join Mudde and become a 
key figure at De Kazerne. Both defectors managed to 
take some of the youth activists from Voorpost’s student 
organisation with them. 

The NB’s organisation and presence around De 
_Kazerne, has had serious consequences Eindhoven, 


sic M, holds meetings to 

mmemorations and organises monthly 
gatherings er the title, the “nationalist discussion 
circle”. It also has set up a football team and distributes 
CDs, T-shirts and Celtic symbols. 

A particular feature of the NB’s local activity is its 
campaigning against multinationals, capitalism and 
“globalism”. These tactics are an attempt to win ground 
among any left-wingers confused enough or daft enough 
to believe the fascists. So far they have been a flop. 

The NB has launched a new magazine called Vooraan 
(Upfront), which carries the same slogan as the Flemish 
eco-fascist organisation Vrijbuiter, “Not left, not right, but 
upfront!” The magazine is printed on glossy paper and 
has achieved a relatively high circulation for a fascist rag. 

Vooraan and De Kazerne are pivotal to the NB’s 
structure because Mudde and his playmates have 
grasped that without communications and a venue for 
meetings and concerts, it will be impossible for them to 
build a movement. 

De Kazerne has evolved from a squat into a fascist 
barracks that plays host to the NB’s activists. Indeed, 
this is spelled out in an NB strategy document: “Living 
together strengthens the tie between activists and you 
will take action more easily”. 

Besides providing living accommodation and an 
“action preparation” centre, the fascists built a bar and 
a concert hall with the aim of attracting youth from 
Eindhoven and the surrounding area, slowly recruiting 
them for activity and raking in cash from concerts. 

Anti-fascists warned of these dangers from the early 
days of the squat when it became known that the 
fascists were organising house parties and seminars 
attended by members of several different right-wing 
extremist outfits. 

Gigs soon followed the house parties. They involved 
Brigade M and Standrecht, another Dutch band, 
together with the Belgian band Vlanarock. As many as 
100 fascists turn up regularly and indulge in yelling “Sieg 
Heil” and collective Hitler salutes whenever the 
Skrewdriver song “White Power” is played. These gigs are 
ruate)alico)acve lm ohvamtalcWm ole)|(e(-Mar-(e lm rs)an'7iaaleleimmlalt-iaclald (elem 

Another feature of the NB’s “right unity” efforts was 
the organisation in May 2001 of a so-called National 
B(olbiaamerclaar-igialomer- more) alors) elms le-\iVAMace)iimailom ale meelatc\i (oe 
right-wing extremist CP’86. The latter outfit staged 
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During the past year, De Kazerne has operated 
frenetically. In some months, “ideological” meeting have 
taken place weekly. Social gatherings and gigs have 
become more frequent and with more international input. 

In August 2002 last year, for example, the NB staged 
a gig with two German bands, Oidoxie and Sleipnir. 
Oidoxie’s activities have attracted considerable interest 
from the German justice authorities, because it is not 
just a hate music band but a component part of the 
structures of the violent Freie Kameradschaften around 
Dortmund. In this role, Oidoxie has organised 
demonstrations, distributed videos of its concerts and 
become part of the worldwide nazi Blood and Honour 
network. The band also played songs at a Freie 
atc lbatcleclelcrevarclanciamme(aqle)atciagslt(e)amer-llllay=aucolmmmigct-lele)ta ie) d 
speech”. The lyrics included “Give Adolf Hitler the Nobel 
Prize, raise the red flag with the swastika”. 

In November 2002 last year, the NB tightened up its 
German links by holding a benefit gig for the “nazi bard” 
Frank Rennicke and sending him £1,100 out of the 
proceeds. Rennicke, who was convicted in Germany for 
spreading racial hatred and fined £46,000, is a member 
of the Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands and 
was defended by the notorious nazi lawyer, Horst Mahler. 


SWEDEN 


From Pat Hennings in Gothenburg 
Nordland leader arrested 


DAN BERNER, 28, a notorious former ideologist of the 
Swedish white power organisation Nordland, has been 
arrested in Stockholm for a hitherto unsolved murder nine 
years ago. 

In 1994, when Berner was 19, Ake Sterner, a school 
teacher, was found stabbed to death in his ransacked 
apartment in the south of Stockholm. The murder was a 
mystery. The 56-year-old victim had no known enemies, no 
drugs involvement and no financial problems. There was no 
apparent motive for the killing and nothing had been stolen. 
Sterner’s body was discovered by his fiancée, who was the 
only other person with keys to his flat. The woman was a key 
suspect until the police determined she was innocent. 

The only lead was a report that a “young man dressed in 
dark clothes” had been seen in the building around the time 
of the murder. His identity remained unknown and the 
investigation came to a standstill. 

The decision to reopen the case followed a recent tip to 
the police that pointed to the former Nordland leader. 
Berner was hauled in for questioning and formally charged. 
In a statement during his arraignment, he confessed to 
having been in the apartment, having “struggled with the 
victim” and having “held the murder weapon”. His lawyer is 
now pleading involuntary manslaughter. 

Berner told the court that he sought out Sterner for 
reasons he declined to mention, and admitted he wanted 
to talk to and threaten the teacher. The couple had not met 
previously. According to Berner’s story, at that point the 
teacher assaulted him and pushed him into a window. “We 
struggled”, Berner said, but he claimed that Sterner was 
still alive when he left the apartment. 

Berner was a leading Nordland ideologist in the late 
1990s, when he gained national notoriety after giving a 


Challenged by this mounting activity, anti-fascists are 
fighting back. In January, AFA kicked off a campaign 
urging De Kazerne’s owner, Eindhoven city council, to 
evict the fascists under The Netherlands’ anti-racism 
laws, which outlaw the provision of facilities to groups 
that spread racial hatred. 

In February, Eindhoven was plastered with posters 
exposing the key wire pullers at De Kazerne. Many local 
people responded with shock to the revelation of nazi 
activity in the city. This campaign was followed by a 
speaking tour of several Dutch and Belgian cities cities 
to mobilise anti-fascists for a big demonstration, yet to 
take place, in Eindhoven. 

The city council has reacted to AFA’s demands for the 
closure of De Kazerne by denying that the military base 
is city property — which official documents prove it 
undoubtedly is — and claiming that is not able to take 
action against the fascists. The council is also bleating 
that there is there is no reason to do anything because 
public order has not been disturbed, leaving the town’s 
citizens to suffer ongoing fascist activity and the invasion 
of their community by louts from outside the city. 

Anti-fascists are considering sorting out the problem 
themselves on the groun that the council is bereft of 
civic decency and responsibility. 





controversial lecture at the University of Umea in northern 
Sweden. Berner had been invited by his girlfriend Karolina 
Matti, a doctoral student, to present an evening lecture 
attended by a handful of students. 

His talk was a typical result of giving a platform to nazis: 
a two-hour journey into the land of conspiracy theories, 
racism and antisemitism. Berner raised quite a few 
eyebrows. The story was reported in the local media and 
erupted into a legal battle and a fierce debate on 
“academic freedom”. 

When the dust eventually settled Matti found herself out 
of the university and Berner sentenced to two months in 
prison for inciting racial hatred. Berner went on to translate 
The Turner Diaries, William Pierce’s novel that acts as a 
blueprint for nazi terrorism, into Swedish and gave lectures 
around the country to boost nazi morale. 

Between 1994 and 1999, Nordland was one of the 
world’s leading producers of race hate propaganda and 
white power music. In 1999, the company was bought out 
by Pierce, then the leader of the US National Alliance, while 
the Nordland activists merged with the Swedish National 
Resistance Movement/National Youth, one of the most pro- 
terrorist organisations in Sweden. Pierce has since died. 

In a separate development, the police have formally 
closed the investigation into the bombing in 1999 of a car 
belonging to the anti-racist journalists Peter Karlsson and 
Katarina Larsson in Stockholm. They claim they “have no 
leads or suspects”. 

The bombing took place during the “summer of 
terrorism”, when two police officers were murdered 
“execution style” in Malexander following a botched nazi 
bank raid, and Bjorn Sdderberg, a trade unionist, was 
assassinated. His killers, a gang of nazi thugs led by 
Hampus Hellekant, were intimately connected to the 
National Youth organisation in Stockholm. 

Karlsson and Larsson were working freelance with the 
national daily Aftonbladet when the bombing took place, which 
badly injured Karlsson and his 8-year-old son. Both reporters 
had focused heavily on exposing the white power industry, not 
the least the Nordland empire, which experienced massive 
financial losses after the journalists exposed its printers. 
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From Mina Sodman in St Petersburg 


St Petersburg skinheads attack sick children 


RUSSIAN SKINHEAD thugs, notorious for brutal attacks on 
foreign students and visible ethnic minorities, have now added 
sick children to their list of targets for violence. 

On the afternoon of 9 March, a gang of at least 15 
skinheads aged between 14 and 18 invaded the crisis 
department at St Petersburg’s Centre of Child Psychiatry 
and Rehabilitation Therapy in a “revenge” attack, badly 
damaging the wooden bridge that leads to the hospital 
gates and aggressively abusing and intimidating staff and 
patients. 

Two of the Centre’s security guards tried to chase the 
skinheads and set dogs on them, forcing them to retreat 
behind a fence from where, for the next three hours, they 
shouted abuse and threats, preventing people from 
entering or leaving the hospital. 

The young patients at the hospital, many of whom were 
being treated for psychological conditions, were further 
traumatised by the events. Parents visiting the Centre were 
left in shock at being confined to the building because they 
were too afraid to leave. 

Although doctors called the police when the bonehead 
siege was under way, it was at least an hour before they 
arrived. Even then they played down the incident saying, “we 
know these guys and there’s no need to worry because they 
won't do any harm”. After a short conversation with hospital 
security guards, the police left without taking any action, 
prompting a fruitless complaint by the hospital management. 

The skinheads’ incursion was a response to a widely 
reported interview given by Marina Netchaeva, head of the 
Centre’s crisis department, to Rossia on 10 February. 
Ms Netchaeva had told the newspaper that increasing 
numbers of her patients were attending the centre with 
post-traumatic stress resulting from skinhead attacks. 

Painting a horrific picture of the destructive influence of 
the nazi skinhead subculture in St Petersburg, she warned 
that the danger from the boneheads was increasing rather 
than diminishing. A week later, Ms Netchaeva spoke out 
again, this time to a journalist from the newspaper Tainyi 
sovetnik working on a major investigation about skinheads. 

Soon after the publication of her remarks, a_ self- 
professed skinhead telephoned the hospital’s crisis 
department anonymously to make threats. A few days later, 
the Centre was attacked and a smoke grenade was hurled 
into the investigative journalist’s office building. 

Though nobody was hurt in these incidents, they 
demonstrate that skinhead groups are intent on using terror 
tactics not only against “foreigners” but against anyone who 
dares oppose them publicly. 

There are also disturbing signs that the skinheads’ 
“campaigns” are becoming more organised and less 
chaotic than before, and their targets more carefully 
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chosen. For example, a recent series of attacks in 
St Petersburg has been directed at Indian people, while for 
some months before that the victims were almost 
exclusively black. No one can feel secure because the 
skinhead strategy seems to be aimed at driving out their 
hate objects one group at a time. 

On 31 January, a group of five foreign students, most of 
them Indian, was attacked by nazi skins at a shop at the 
entrance of the Metchenov Academy where they are 
studying. Following a fight, four of the students managed to 
escape with slight injuries but the fifth, from Mauritius, later 
died from his injuries. 

His death provoked much anger among Indian students 
who feel permanently hunted. They announced a protest 
picket near Smolny, home of the city’s administration, but 
it failed to obtain official permission and did not take place. 
Despite this, the skins left a small bomb near the venue, 
which exploded. Publicity about this “bombing” stung the 
police into arresting three people aged between 16 and 20 
for the murder of the Mauritian student. All are members of 
a nazi skin group called the “green bombers”. 

Foreign students and non-governmental organisations are 
stepping up pressure on the authorities to recognise that the 
murder was racist. There are signs that the campaign may 
be successful, although until now almost all racist attacks 
and murders in the city have been categorised merely as 
“hooligan acts”. 

The situation, however, is still spiralling out of control. 
More Indian students have been attacked and on 30 March 
a group of Indian Nav officers invited to St Petersburg 
by the Russian Military Export group became the target. 
This time the nazi skins met more serious resistance and 
were defeated. 

Skinhead groups are also active in connection with 
forthcoming local elections. Their services to candidates are 
various (it depends on their sponsors) and well paid. One of 
their businesses, called “Black PR”, involves turning up at 
meetings with nazi symbols to discredit opponents by 
claiming to support them. 

They also hire themselves out to distribute posters and 
leaflets and do door-to-door canvassing. Nationalist parties 
are happy to have their help. For example, the Freedom 
Party, led by the veteran nationalist Yuri Beliaev, has a lot of 
skinheads behind it and touts their services to others. 
Recently, a group belonging to this party was caught at the 
city’s Kingisep market distributing free copies of a fake 
issue of the local newspaper with compromising articles on 
some of the election candidates. 

Street violence, electoral politics and terrorising sick 
children ... the nazi skins, it seems, will turn their hands 
to anything. 
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From Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 
UN berates Polish government 


A UNITED NATIONS committee has condemned the Polish 
government's failure to crack down on racist groups. 

The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) held its sixty-second session in 
Geneva in March. Its agenda included a review of the 
compliance of the Polish authorities with the Convention on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

The official report of the Polish government painted a rosy 
picture of a non-racist country. However, the committee 
received alternative reports from three non-governmental 
organisations — the European Roma Rights Centre, the 
Polish Helsinki Human Rights Foundation and the anti-racist 
association “Never Again” (Stowarzyszenie ‘Nigdy Wiecej’) — 
assisted by the Geneva-based Anti-Racism Information 
Service (ARIS). 

The report of the “Never Again” Association, Searchlight’s 
sister group in Poland, highlighted three violations of the 
Convention by the Polish authorities. One is the mass 
distribution of racist material, including the active 
involvement of the state in the distribution of racist 
publications through the state-owned company, Ruch. 

Ruch currently covers around half the national 
newspaper distribution market. Since the early 1990s, it 
has also sold racist and antisemitic publications, including 
the openly racist publications of the violent nazi party 
Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski (NOP) and the private 
publisher Leszek Bubel. 

In April 2000, Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek publicly vowed 
to stop this loathsome practice, but no action was taken. 
The present Social Democratic government has not shown 
willingness to tackle this issue either. Racist and fascist 
propaganda is widespread in football stadiums and on 
Polish-language websites. 

The second violation concerned the activities of extremist 
racist organisations, which operate freely under the 
protection of the state. Article 4 of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (ICERD) states: “State parties shall declare 
illegal and prohibit organisations, and also organised and all 
other propaganda activities, which promote and incite racial 
discrimination, and shall recognise participation in such 
organisations or activities as an offence punishable by law”. 

Nevertheless, political groups advocating violence and 
discrimination on the grounds of race and ethnicity 
continue their activities unhindered by the Polish state. 
In some cases, they even enjoy legal protection as officially 
registered political parties. One example is the NOP which 
has links with the fascist International Third Position in the 
UK and the nazi Nationaldemokratische Parte 
Deutschlands (NPD) in Germany. 

This issue has been raised in several parliamentary 
questions, based on the publications of the “Never Again” 
Association, to no avail. In April 2000, a delegation of 
human rights activists presented Buzek with evidence of the 
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nature of the NOP calling for an end to its activities. 
The demand was subsequently presented in a meeting with 
Leszek Niedziela, the deputy Justice Minister. Both Buzek 
and Niedziela promised to take the matter seriously but no 
action has been taken. 

The NOP has in effect been allowed to continue its 
activities unhindered despite the fact that its sister 
organisation, the NPD, was the subject of banning 
proceedings in Germany. 

A third issue noted is the failure of the state to protect its 
citizens and others against attacks. Violence on the basis of 
race, ethnicity, religion or lifestyle continues to be a 
problem in Polish society with Roma people particularly 
vulnerable. 

In most cases the perpetrators are nazi skinheads who 
are members or sympathisers of racist political groups. No 
reliable statistics on racially motivated crimes are kept by 
any official body, and police officers and other officials 
receive no special training to help them deal with cases of 
racism. The perpetrators, if ever convicted, are usually 
punished on the basis of “regular” criminal law without any 
reference to the racist background to the crime. 

It has been estimated that at least 30 people have been 
killed in ideologically motivated attacks perpetrated by nazi 
groups in Poland since 1990. Racist and fascist 
propaganda is widespread in football stadiums and on 
Polish-language websites but no state body has ever 
published a report on organised racism. The “Never Again” 
Association is the only organisation monitoring racist and 
fascist violence in the country. CERD members used the 
NGO submissions when questioning the Polish 
governmental delegation and several members of the 
committee quoted “Never Again” by name _ during 
the discussions. : 

In its official conclusions, the committee “reminds the 
State of its obligation under article 4 to prohibit all 
organisations and activities, including those of the mass 
media, which promote and incite racial discrimination”. 
In addition, says the CERD, “The Committee is concerned 
that some cases of incitement to racial hatred have been 
dismissed with reference to their low degree of damage to 
society. The Committee expresses the view that, according 
to the Convention, all such cases are very harmful to 
society.” 

The CERD also voiced its concern about “reports of 
racially motivated harassment and discrimination against 
Jews, Roma and persons of African and Asian origin, which 
have not been properly investigated by the law enforce- 
ment agencies”. 

Among its other recommendations, the Committee 
encouraged the Polish government “to consult with 
organisations of civil society working in the area 
of combating racial discrimination, during the preparation of 
the next periodic report”. 

The conclusions of the CERD session rank among the 
strongest criticism issued by any international body to date 
of the Polish government’s benevolent attitude to racist 
extremism. 
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May 1983 





followed quickly upon the 
conviction of nazi 
revisionist Dietlieb 
Felderer in Stockholm for 
inciting racial hatred. 

Felderer was arrested in 
Sweden’s capital following 
a sustained campaign of 
distributing in schools 
or through the mail some 
of the most sickening 
examples of anti-semitica 
which the revisionist 
movement has yet 
produced. For several 
years he has run the “Bible Researcher” publishing house in 
Sweden, pumping out hate literature in vast quantities. Swedish 
police are said to be interested in establishing how he was able to 
finance his prolific literary output. His international contacts have 
included Dave McCalden’s Californian-based Institute for Historical 
Review, whose conference he addressed two years ago, and the 
Hancock run Historical Review Press in Brighton. 

At his trial, the prosecution described his pamphlets as 
containing “illogical and incorrect anti-Semitic statements”. 
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TT icaty: Mass 
ay. Protests over 
‘mn ell fascist attacks 


Fascist assault squads 
wrecked trade union 
offices in Naples in April 
as the country’s political 
and economic crises 
intensified, following 
| announcements of a 
| massive drop in the value 
| of the lira and a big rise in 
| the number of jobless. 
| Members of the 
| Movemento Sociale 
| Italiano (MSI) stormed the 
| Naples headquarters of 
| both the former 
communist and socialist 

spe ce see trade union federations 
and the offices of the metalworkers’ union in separate raids. 

At a rally attended by 30,000 workers to protest at the attacks, 
union leaders said the violence was “the start of an assault on 
democracy and on the workers which the workers will resist at 
all costs”. 

Only days before, on 1 April, a fascist troop of about 100 young 
men had invaded the Italian parliament building in Rome and 
blockaded it for over an hour, catapulting coins and breaking 
windows. Police and security units did not intervene. 


A wave of nazi attacks has 
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What's lurking in the BNP’s closet? 
Alan Winder’s racist robes 
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